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PUBLISHERS' NOTE. 



The Ck>mmittee appointed to revise and publish the Report of the Executive 
Committee, desire in behalf of the Amateur Rifle Club, to acknowledge the 
valuable assistance derived from the New York HeraM^ the New York Worldy 
and the New York TimeSy in the vigorous descriptive accounts contained in 
their columns, a portion of which has been incorporated in the following 
pages. They also express their indebtedness to the Turf^ Meld and Fa/rm 
tor the personal descriptions of the marksmen, and desire to recognize 
the courtesy of Messrs. Harper Brothers, to whom credit is due for the cuts 
of the American marksmen and of the Irish Team ; the Army and Navy 
Journal for the cuts of the targets ; and the Sharp*s Rifle Company and E. 
Remington & Sous for the illustrations of the rifles and positions of the 
marksmen. 

G. W. WINGATE, 1 

J. T. B. COLLINS, JX,hh'ohir.n 

B. E. VALENTINE, \ >Cfw^^ 
A. V. CANFIELD, Jr., ' ^^^^*««^- 
G. CROUCg, 



At the final meeting of the above Committee, at which the following 

publication was approved, it was — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Publishing Committee be extended to 
Lt. Col. B. E. Valentine for his valuable services in compiling the articles 
from the press annexed to the report, and in supervising its printing and 
publication. 

A. V. CANFIELD, 

Secretanry of Publishing GommiUee. 
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To THE Amateur Rifle Club. 

The Executive Committee to whom was committed the manage- 
ment of the International Rifle Match, respectfully report : 

The International Rifle Match had its origin in the following 
letter from Major Arthur Blennerhasset Leech, the Captain of the 
Irish Rifle Team (then the holders of the Elcho Shield and the 
Champions of Great Britain), which was first published in the New 
York Herald, of November 22d, 1873 : 

CHALLENGE TO THE RIFLEMEN OF AMERICA FROM THE 
RIFLEMEN OF IRELAND, REPRESENTED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE IRISH RIFLE ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. A. Blennerhasset Leech, founder in 1867 of the Irish Rifle 
Association, will select from its members a Team which he will match 
against an equal number of the representative American rifle shots, to 
shoot in the United States, in the Autumn of 1874, on the following 
conditions : 

Targets, /Scoring, <Sbc, — Same as adopted by the National Rifle Association 
of Great Britain, at Wimbledon, 1873 (when the Irish Eight won the 
International Match for the Elcho Shield, beating England and Scotland). 

Ranges. — 800, 900, 1,000 and 1,100 yards. 

Rifles, — Any, not exceeding ten pounds weight, but without telescope 
sights or hair triggers. 

Position. — Any, but no artificial rest permitted either for the rifle or 
person of the shooter. 

The American Team to be composed exclusively of riflemen bom in the 
United States, and to shoot with rifles of American manufacture. 

The Irish Team will shoot with rifles by Rigby of Dublin. 
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As this challenge is given to decide title to the rifle championship of the 
world, Mr. Leech will require a sufficient stake to be put down, not for the 
sake of a trifling pecuniary gain, but as a guarantee that the Irish Team 
will meet the representative shots of America. 

Mr. Leech desires to draw the attention of the American people to the 

fact that the laws of Great Britian forbid the formation in Ireland of rifle 

corps similar to those which exist in great numbers in England and 

Scotland, and that any skill acquired by Irishmen in rifle shooting is the 

result of individual exertion under difficulties arising from discouraging 

legislation. 

ARTHUR B. LEECH. 
Dublin, Oct. Slst, 1873. 



This challenge was brought to the notice of the Board of 
Directors of the National Rifle Association, but no action was taken 
by them in regard to it. 

Shortly afterwards, and on Friday, December 5, 1873, this Club 
held a meeting, at which the matter was brought up and a resolu- 
tion passed authorizing the Executive Committee to accept the 
challenge, provided satisfactory terms could be arranged. 

At this time the Amateur Rifle Club consisted of but sixty- 
three members. Although it had been organized since October, 
1872, it had done nothing until the opening of the Range at Creed- 
moor, in June, 1873 ; and the meeting at which the challenge was 
accepted was really the first meeting of the Club ever convened 
since its organization. During the summer its membership had not 
only increased, but a gratifying improvement in marksmanship had 
been displayed. There had been however but one competition at 
distances over 500 yards, and the great majority of its members, 
including most of those who subsequently formed the Team and 
Reserve which represented America in the International Match, had 
never fired a shot at 1,000 yards. All were then using the common 
sporting rifie with the usual hunting sights; the pistol stocks, 
wind gauges, vernier sights, heavy charges and improved bullets 
now in general use, being then unknown in this country, except by 
reputation. 

In accepting the challenge, the Club were conscious of their own 



weakness, and sought to act not for themselves but solely as the 
representatives of the Riflemen of America to whom the challenge 
was addressed ; their utmost hope being that they would be able 
out of their number to develop two or three sufficiently skillful to 
constitute a part of the Team, it being expected that the remainder 
would be composed of rifleuien from other sections of the country 
and not connected with the Club. 

In pursuance of this action of the Club, the Executive Com- 
mittee requested their President, Col. Geo. W. Wingate, to open a 
correspondence with Mr. Leech on the subject, which was accord- 
ingly done, and the letters from time to time submitted to the 
Committee and published in the newspapers. 

This correspondence resulted in an agreement upon a programme 
for the match, which conformed to the terms of the original chal- 
lenge with but two exceptions ; the first being that the shooting 
at 1,100 yards was omitted, inasmuch as the range at Creedmoor 
would not admit of practice at over 1,000 yards, and the other, 
that the minimum number of competitors was fixed at six instead 
of four. 

In the meantime a cii'cular was prepared, addressed to the 
Riflemen of America, setting out the terms upon which the match 
would be conducted, together with full information in regard to 
the qualifications required of competitors, as well as to the rifles, 
sights, &c., to be used, and requesting such as desired to compete 
for places in the Team to send to the Secretary of the Club before 
July 1st, 1874, a swom statement giving their full name, age, 
residence, &c., and such score as had been made by them in fifteen 
shots at 800, 900, and 1,000 yards, upon any occasion, together 
with the style of rifle used, its weight, trigger-pull, &c.* 

This circular was published by the Club in all the leading 
newspapers, and freely circulated among riflemen throughout the 
United States. These proceedings of the Committee were submitted 
to the Club at its reecular annual meeting, held April 7th, 1874, and 
were then regularly ratified and confirmed by the Club. 

*For copy of circular, see page 18. 
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that, although the chance of success might be small, yet a score 
would probably be made sufficiently high to prevent any discredit 
attaching to the organization. 

The following were the aggregates of the best four scores made 
by those competing in the six matches : 

Henry Fulton, 604 

L. L. Hepburn, 590 

A. Anderson, 583 

J. S. Conlin, ....... 579 

T. S. Dakin, 564 

G. W. Yale, 561 

J. T. B. CoUins, 555 

L. M. Ballard, 554 

P. S. Gardner, 546 

A. V. Canfield, Jr., 546 

E. H. Sanford, 539 . 

H. A. Gildersleeve, 531 

[Col. Gildersleeve originally not intending to participate in the 
match, shot in several competitions with a military rifle having 
open sights, which of course placed him at a great disadvantage.] 

From the foregoing it will be seen that while the score made by 
the Irish Team in the contest for the Elcho Shield (which was the 
standard sought to be attained) was 1,195 points, or an average of 
3.32 points per shot, the highest score made by the Americans 
was but 3 points per shot, and the average of the highest eight 
but 2.S6 points per shot. 

During the progress of these matches, several of the members 
of the Club who were known to be expert marksmen, including - 
Col. John Bodine, had been debarred by the fact of their residing 
at a distance and having special business engagements, from 
attending the regular competitions, though desiring to do so. 

For this reason, and also because the fourth competition had 
been shot in a storm, a seventh competition was had. 

During these and previous matches, Col. John Bodine, although 

not participating in the required number, had so signally detnom- 

strated his efficiency as one of the best marksmen of the Club, as 
2 
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to cause a general desire, both among the Committee and the 
competitors, that he should be added to the Team — a course which 
was subsequently decided upon, the result showing the wisdom of 
the addition. 

The practice having been completed, the twelve who had secured 
places, as above, were invited to attend a meeting of the Executive 
Committee, at 194 Broadway, New York, on Sept. 14, 1874, to take 
part with them in the final selection of the marksmen who should 
represent America in the match. At this meeting it was unani- 
mously decided to select the Team from thirteen men, counting the 
twelve above named and Col. John Bodine ; the method of selec- 
tion decided upon being to first elect two from these thirteen by 
joint ballot of all present at the meeting ; these two thus elected to 
choose a third ; these three to choose a fourth, &c. 

Upon a ballot being had, Mr. Henry Fulton and Lt. Col. H. A. 
Gildersleeve were chosen as the first two, after which the selection 
proceeded with the following result : 

Team.— Messrs. Fulton, Gildersleeve, Dakin, Hepburn, Yale, 
Collins, Bodine, and Anderson. 

Reserve. — Messrs. Sanford, Conlin, Ballard, Grardner, and 
Canfield. 

At the same meeting Col. Gr. W. Wingate was unanimously 
elected Captain of the Team. 

It is worthy of remark, that although the xlmateur Rifle Club 
had, after the acceptance of the challenge, received large acces- 
sions to its membership, many of whom were expert marksmen, 
every one of those composing the Team and all but one of the 
Reserve were among the sixty-three original members who consti- 
tuted the Club when the challenge was first acted upon, although 
the scores then made by them appear ludicrously small compared 
with those made in the match. 

Mr. Anderson having resigned from the Team, his place was 
supplied by Mr. Sanford. Mr. Conlin also resigned, but being 
one of the Reserve, his place was not re-filled. 

Up to this time each naan had been shooting for himself, but as 
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Score of Amerian six, Sept. 24th, . 944 

Score of Irish six, '' .938 



Superiority of American six, . 6 points. 

Score of American eight, Sept. 24th, . 1,244 
Score of Irish eight, winning Elcho Shield 1,195 

Superiority of American eight, . 49 points. 

These results upon the last day of practice rendered victory 
almost certain upon the day of the match, if nothing unforeseen 
occurred, and if the excitement of shooting a match of such 
importance did not aflfect the steadiness of the Team, inexperienced 
as they were in such a competition. 

The first result of this magnificent score was the reduction of 
the Team, Major Leech of the Irish Team having the next day (in 
pursuance of -the privilege allowed him by the terms of the match) 
announced that the number shooting should be limited to six on 
each side. This threw out Mr. Sanf ord of the reserve, and required 
a selection between Messrs. Collins and Yale. The merits of these 
gentlemen were so evenly balanced that the matter was left by the 
Executive Committee to themselves to settle, which they did by 
drawing lots — ^Mr. Yale being the winner. 

Although deprived of an opportunity to shoot, both Mr. Col^ 
lins and Mr. Sanford may be said to have participated in the 
match, each having been stationed at one of the firing points, 
watching through a glass the variations of the wind, and, by their 
timely suggestions, greatly assisting the members of the Team in 
their firing. 

In addition to the difficulties previously alluded to, the ques- 
tion of finances presented from the first a formidable obstacle. A 
stake of £100 was to be raised ; the Team was to be furnished with 
ammunition, and proper hospitality exhibited towards the Irish 
Team and those accompanying them. In all it was estimated that 
some $1,500 would be required, and the funds of the Club were 
only sufficient to meet its current expenses. 
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The main difficulty, that of procuring the stake, was removed 
by Messrs. E. Remington & Sons and The Sharp Manufacturing 
Company, each of which firms, upon the acceptance of the chal- 
lenge, presented the Club with $250, for that purpose. In addition 
to this, when the Team was selected, these firms again rendered the 
Club very substantial and much needed aid, by supplying gratui- 
tously the ammunition required by the practising twelve. 

With this exception, little or no interest appeared to be taken 
by the outside world in the efforts of the Amateur Rifle Club to 
win the match. The press as a whole did much to encourage and 
develop the matter before the public, and the Turf^ Field and 
Farm^ The Forest and Stream and The Clipper contributed to 
the expenses. Outside of the amount received from E. Remington 
& Sons and The Sharp Manufacturing Company, the entire amount 
received by the Club other than from their own members was how- 
ever but $125, the remainder of the funds required being raised by 
individual contributions of its members. 

Upon the arrival of the Irish Team and their friends, every 
eflPort, that the resources of the Club supplemented by the personal 
exertions of individual members would permit, was made to show 
them proper hospitality. They were received at the steamer by 
the Executive Committee and escorted in carriages to the Windsor, 
the hotel they had selected as their headquarters. Through the 
kindness of Mr. Poppenhusen, an excursion was arranged, by spe- 
cial train, to Garden City, where lunch was provided. 

Another excursion was arranged through Mr. L. C. Bruce, one 
of the Executive Committee, to Fleetwood Park to visit the races, 
the Club supplying the carriages. During their practice the Team 
was entertained upon the Range, and upon the day of the match 
a collation was provided for both Teams, the officers of the National 
Rifle Association and of the Club, with their ladies. The labors 
• devolving upon your Committee in preparing for this match were 
very great. The Finance Committee, consisting of the President, 
Vice-President and Secretary, were obliged to devote no little time 
to providing the necessary funds, and the continuous practice by 
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the members of the Team required almost daily attention on the 
part of some of the Committee. 

' The fact that three of the Executive Committee, together with 
the President, were also members of the Team, made it still more 
arduous. From the time of the arrival of the visitors until after 
the match, almost the entire time of the President and Com mittee 
was taken up in preparing for the match and arranging the details. 

Each member, however, assumed a portion of the duties and 
made special exertions to carry out matters successfully, and it is 
hoped that their efforts have met with your approval. In this 
respect the Club are particularly indebted to Mr. Schermerhom, of 
the Committee, who worked most efficiently; to Mr. A. R. Warner, 
who supervised the arrangements for the collation on the day of 
the match ; to Mr. P. G. Sanford, Mr. Trageser, Mr. Davis, Lt. 
Hoefleand others, who performed the important but unpleasant 
duty of superintending the markers ; to Mr. Phillips, who superin- 
tended the reporters; and to Mr. Holland and others, of the 
Reception Committee. 

The match was held at Creedmoor, September 26, 1874. The 
result is well known, the American Team being victorious by a 
score of 934 to 931.* 

The Committee are gratified to be able to state that nothing 
occurred to mar th6 harmony of the occasion or create any dispute. 

Great pains had been taken to avoid any question as to the 
marking — a representative on the part of the Team kept a separate 
score at each firing point, and the marking at each target was 
similarly supeiTised, rendering errors impossible. The Captains 
of the respective Teams acted as referees, Major-General Alexander 
Shaler being selected as umpire, to whom, not only for his services 
in this capacity, but for his labors in preparing the range for the 
match, the Club is under many obligations. 

A fairer contest the Committee think was never shot, nor one in 
which greater skill in marksmanship was displayed, nor where the 



* See account of match, at page 28, et seq. 
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result was more close ; and they are happy to say that this result, 
while reflecting great credit upon those members of the Amateur 
Rifle Club who participated in the match, has gone far to increase 
the respect and esteem entertained by its members, as well as by 
Americans in general, for their gallant antagonists. 

Upon the conclusion of the match, Lady Massarene, on behalf 
of the Irish Team, presented to each member of the American 
Team a beautiful gold badge. * 

At the lunch during the match. Major Leech presented to Col. 
Wingate, as the representative of the Amateur Rifle Club, a solid 
silver pitcher, ornamented with appropriate designs t to be offered 
by the Club for competition among the riflemen of America, for 
the purpose of stimulating and developing long-range rifle practice, 
upon such terms and conditions as the Club should prescribe. 

This elegant gift, marking as it were the most important incident 
in the history of the Amateur Rifle Club, should be regarded as 
one of its most valuable possessions, and it has been the desire of 
the Committee to prepare such conditions for the matches in which 
it is to be competed for, as shall make the struggle for its possession 
a competition for the championship of America, which will bring 
out the best marksmen throughout the country. After consulta- 
tion with Major Leech, your Committee have decided upon a 
programme to govern the competitions for this cup, which is as 
follows : 

TERMS OF COMPETITION FOR THE LEECH CUP. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Amateur 
Rifle Club, it was — 

Resolved^ That in order to commemorate the recent victory of the 
American Team in the International Rifle Match, and as a mark of respect 
to the donor, the Silver Cup presented by Major Leech be known as the 
" Leech Cup," and be shot for upon the first Saturday in June, in each 
year, at Creedmoor, upon the following conditions, viz. : 

Rifle not to exceed ten pounds in weight ; minimum pull of trigger, 
three pounds. 



* See cut, page 36. f See cut, page 38. 
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Matches to be o|>en to all citizen* «>f the UDive>l Staieis. and all resi- 
dent members of the Amateur Ri^ CluK iirespevtiTe of citizenship. 

Sights, Ammuxitiox jlxd Makkixg to be in accordance with printed 
regulations in force at Creedmoor. 

Ranges. — 800, 900 and 1,000 raidsL 

Number op Shots. — Fifteen at each range by each competitor. 

Position. — An v. No artificial re*t to be used for either the rifle or the 

m 

person of the shooter. 

All matches to be under the supenrbdon of the Amateur Refls Club. 

The winner to hold the Cup during one year, and to be entitled during 
that period to the title of Champion of .Vmerica, and in addition to 
receive from the Club a suitable Medal, to li>e his own private property. 

Winners of the Cup will be required, before receiving it, to give 
security for its safe return in double its value, to be approved by the 
Executive Committee. 

Shortly after the match, and on September 30, 1874, Major 
Leech published a challenge to American riflemen to shoot a return 
match in Dublin, in June next, upon the same terms as the match 
which had already taken place.* Repeated applications having 
been made to Col. Wingate for a response to this challenge on 
behalf of the Club, an unofficial reply was published, stating that 
the match would doubtless be arranged, but that certain prelimi- 
nary questions existed which it would be necessary to consider at 
a meeting of the Club, before the challenge could be accepted by 
the Club. Subsequently, however, after consultation with the 
Executive Committee, the Team and many others of the Club, it 
was considered expedient to accept the challenge without further 
delay. A letter was accordingly published by Col. Wingate, accept- 
ing the challenge on behalf of the Amateur Rifle Club and 
American riflemen, f 

Several schemes have been suggested in the Executive Committee 
in regard to the manner in which the Team for this match should 
be selected, but it has been thought best to leave the matter to be 
decided by the Club.J 

It is necessary, however, that a plan shall be adopted at once, 

* See challenge, page 22. \ See acceptance of challenge, page 24. 

X For decision, see page 26. 
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so as to permit of practice during the winter and spring, as it is 
during this period only that the knowledge of wind, which will 
probably be required in shooting in Ireland, can be obtained, and 
which competition will also accustom the Team, as far as possible, 
to shoot together. 

Arrangements are also required to be made to provide the funds 
necessary to pay the expenses of the Team, for which purpose at 
least $5,000 will be required. The Club have already secured from 
Messrs. Hawk & Weatherbee, the proprietors of the Windsor 
Hotel, a contribution of $250, and $100 from Col. F. A. Conkling, 
towards defraying these expenses ; and the Committee have been 
assured, from many sources, that as soon as a definite plan of 
operations is agreed upon, there will be but little diflBiculty in 
raising the remainder. 

The effect of the International Rifle Match upon the prospects 
of the Amateur Rifle Club, as well as upon rifle practice in the 
United States, has been at once marked and gratifying. From a 
small and almost unknown organization, it is no exaggeration to 
say that the Club has become the representative rifle club of the 
United States. . Throughout the United States other clubs are 
springing up, founded on a similar basis ; ranges are being estab-r 
lished, and by the coming summer long-range rifle practice will 
have become one of the institutions of America, and in the compe- 
tition for the final selection of the Team to represent America in 
the next International Match representatives will be found from all 
sections of the country. 

The Executive Committee congratulate the members of the Club 
upon this result, far surpassing as it does their most sanguine 
expectations, and feel that it more than repays them for all the 
labor they have been obliged to undergo. 

By order of the Executive Committee. 

FRED. P. FAIRBANKS, 

Secretary, 
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CIKC TLAK ISSUED BY THE AMATEUR RIFLE CLUB TO THE 
KIFLKMEN OF AMERICA. 

194 Broadway, 

New York, March 11th, 1874. 
To fJu: Riff^nen of Anieri'-o : 

A challenge having been exteinled to yoii by the Irish Eight who won 
the VAi:\io Shield at Wimbledon in 1S73, the Amateur Rifle Club of this 
city ha%'e accepted it in your behalf. 

The programme submitted by the Irish Team has been agreed upon with 
the single exception of the minimum num}>er of competitors, which this 
Club de^iire to fix at six, in place of four, as originally proposed by the 
challengers. As thus amended, it is as follows : 

PROGRAMME. 

Programme of the International Hitle Match between the Riflemen of 
the United States of America and the Riflemen of Ireland, represented by 
a Team to be chosen from the members of the Irish Rifle Association, to 
take place at Creedmoor, Long Island, not sooner than the 15th of Septem- 
ber nor later than the 15th of October, 1874, on the following terms, viz.: 

Team — Each Team to consist of not more than eight or less than six 
men, at the option of the Irish, whose decision will be announced on their 
arrival at New York. The American Team to be composed exclusively of 
riflemen bom in the United States. The Irish Team to consist of men 
qualified to shoot in the Irish Eight at Wimbledon. 

RifltH — Any, not exceeding ten pounds weight ; minimum pull of 
trigger, three pounds. The Americans to shoot with rifles of h(y>ia fide 
American manufacture. The Irish to shoot with rifles manufactured by 
Messrs. John Rigby & Co., of Dublin. 

HvjhtH^ Ammunitions^ Targets and Marking — To be according to printed 
regulations in force at Wimbledon, 1873.* 

Ranges — Eight hundred yards, nine hundred yards, and one thousand 
yards. 

Nitmher of Shots — Fifteen at each range by each competitor. 

Previous Practice — ^The Irish Team to be allowed the use of the range 
for practice for at least two days before the match. 

Position — Any; no artificial rest to be used for either the rifle or person 
of the shooter. 

Mr. Leach, on the part of the Irish Team, guarantees to deposit, on his 
arrival at New York, with the National Rifle Association of America, the 

*The8fi are Himilar in these respects to those of the National Rifle Association. 
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sum of one hundred pounds sterling, a like sum to be deposited by the 
American Team, and this sum of £200 to be handed over to the captain for 
division among the membercs of the winning Team. 

Targets, range, and all accessories for carrying out the match to devolve 
on the Americans. The Americans to choose a referee to act for their Team. 
Mr. Leech will act in the capacity of referee for the Irish Team, and the 
two referees shall mutually select an umpire, to whom, in case of difference 
of opinion, they shall refer, and whose decision shall be final. 

The terms of the match to be signed by Geo. W. Wingate, on behalf of 
the Amateur Rifle Club, and by Arthur Blennerhasset Leech, on behalf of 
the Irish Team. 

Duplicate copies of this programme to be exchanged, and all necessary 
arrangements to be completed on or before the Ist day of June, 18*7 4. 

Should either Team, fail to make an appearance on the day and hour 
agreed upon for the match, the Team then present may claim the champion- 
ship and stakes. 

In taking this step, the Amateur Rifle Club do not claim that they 
include among their members the best riflemen of America, but only 
assume to act as your representatives for the purpose of placing the matter 
in such a shape as to permit all, who prove themselves competent, to com- 
pete, irrespective of their residence or membership. 

The targets and scoring used in the match will be in accordance with 
the rules of the National Rifle Association, viz. : Targets six feet high by 
twelve wide, having a black "bull's-eye" three feet square surrounded by the 
" centre " six feet square, the rest of the target constituting the " outer ;" 
bull's-eyes counting four points, centres three, outers two. Any sights 
allowed but telescopic, magnifying, and such as conceal the target so as to 
prevent the danger signal from being seen. Any ammunition ma^ be used. 
Any position will be allowed which can be taken on level ground without 
artificial rests. The other particulars sufficiently appear in the programme. 

It is requested that all native-born Americans who are interested in rifle 
shooting and who desire to form part of the " Team" which is to represent 
America in this match, will at once commence practising for the purpose, 
and will, on or before the first day of July next, forward to the subscriber 
a score of fifteen consecutive shots made at each distance named in the 
programme, in the form hereto annexed. 

At some time during July or August, to be hereafter designated, one or 
more matches will be held at Creedmoor, to shoot for places in the Team. 
Notice of these will be sent to all forwarding these returns, as well as to 
the regular members of the Club, and all, whether members or not, will be 
allowed to compete at them upon equal terms. From the competitors 
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making the best scores upon these occasions, the Elxecutive Committee will 
select a certain nnmber who will shoot against each other until the best 
shots are definitely ascertained; and these, and these only, will be allowed 
to shoot in the Team. The Amateur Club will provide the markers and 
pay all the expenses of these matches. Non-members of the National Rifle 
Association will, under its niles, be required to join it before practising 
upon its range at Creeiimoor. This, however, will cost but $3, and will be 
the only expense they will have to incur. 

The matter is one that appeals so strongly to your pride, not only as 
riflemen, but as Americans, that it is to be hoped that the best shots in the 
country will come forward in this match. The gentlemen who have sent 
the challenge are very skillful riflemen (their average score in the match 
for the Elcho Shield being 149.37 points out of a possible 180, or 3.32 a 
shot), but there are many in America fully as expert, and if they can be 
induced to engage in the undertaking, the result cannot be doubtful. 

Bv order of the Executive Committee. 

FRED. P. FAIRBANKS, 

iSec'y Amateur Rifle Club, 



FORM OF COMPETITOR'S RETURN. 



1874. 



I, , herebv certif v that the 

following is a correct statement of fifteen consecutive shots made by me 

at 800, 900 and 1,000 yards, at on 

1874, without any artificial rest, telescopic 

or magnifying sights, (target 6x12 feet ; bull's-eye 3 feet square, centre 6 
feet square ; bull's-eyes counting 4, centres 3, outers 2) : 

At 800 yards, total, 

At 900 " " 

At 1,000 " " 



Grand total, 

Rifle used, .' ; weight, lbs. ; trigger 

pull, lbs., (dead 'weight, without set or hair trigger.) 
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I further certify that I was bom at State 

of U . o. -A. J on lo.. 

Signature^ 

Address^ 



Sworn to, before me, 1874. 

Notary Public {or other officer homng similar powers.) 

(To be filled up and forwarded to FRED. P. FAIRBANKS, Secretary 
Amateur Rifle Club, 194 Broadway, New York City, before July 1, 1874.) 



THE AMATEUR RIFLE CLUB. 

Irish-American Contest. 

Notice is hereby given that six competitions will be held at Creedmoor, on 
the following days, viz., July 15, 18, 22, 29, and August 1 and 5, at 11 
o'clock A. M., for the purpose of selecting a Team to practice for the 
Irish-American Contest, which competitions will be held under the 
following conditions: 

Open to all natives of the United States. 

Mifle — ^Any of American manufacture, and within the rules of the Club. 
Position — Any without artificial rest. 
Distances — 800, 900 and 1,000 yards. 

Mounds — ^Fifteen at 800 and 900, twenty at 1,000 yards. No sighting 
shots. 

The twelve making the highest aggregate scores in any four of the six 
competitions, to be selected to form the Team and Reserve. 

Three markers will be provided, two days in each week, for the exclusive 
use of those selected as above, and each man will also be furnished with 100 
rounds of ammunition per week. Further arrangements are also being 
made to facilitate their practice, and render it as little expensive as possible. 
For this reason all persons entering these competitions will be required to 
pledge themselves that should they be successful competitors they will 
practice as far as possible in such places and at such times as may be 
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The day named for the contest is Saturday, September 26, 1874. 

Kntries U>t the aV>ove matches may l»e made on the ground, or at the 
Secretary's Office. 

By order of the Executive Committee, 

FRED. P. FAIRBANKS, 

194 BroadwaT. 



THE RETURN MATCH. 

Irnniediat<^ly aft^i* the conclusion of the International Match, 
th*^ following challenge was published by Major Leech, on behalf 
of the irinh Riflemen : 

7o f/i^ /*Jf/ifor« of tli^ Herald : 

It was to the New York Herald that I addressed my letter in the 
month of (Jctober, 1873, when I had the pleasure of proposing an Interna- 
tional Hitle Match between America and Ireland, and at a time when the 
Irinh were champions of Great Britain. 
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The match which ended yesterday could have just been reversed by one 
point if one of my friends could have received the advantage of scoring 
four for a bull's-eye on the wrong target, which by the rules of the match 
was scored a miss. 

In addressing you now, I ask you to be so good as to permit me to say 
through your widely circulated journal, not alone on my own behalf, but 
on behalf of the members of the Team and the gentlemen who came along 
with me as my assistants and men in waiting, and our lady friends who 
accompanied us to America, our thanks for the lavish kindness and hospi- 
tality which have been extended to us since our arrival in New York. 

My duties toward our party, and the careful attention to the health of 
the Team, have obliged us to be more observers of than participators in the 
festivities arranged for our gratification ; but we are deeply sensible of and 
greatly impressed by the cordiality and friendship exhibited. 

We came out here to shoot this match, and none other, with the Ameri- 
cans. We desired to pay the entire compliment to this nation, where so 
many of our countrymen have found a home ; nor are we unmindful that 
when distress and famine visited our beloved country America was promi- 
nent with its relief. 

Gen. Shaler was named by Col. Wingate as final umpire, to decide any 
difference of opinion between him and me ; but it did not surprise me to 
find that the worthy General's office was a sinecure. All the arrangements 
were of the most perfect and satisfactory character, and the American 
Team won with the most brilliant score ever recorded in an international 
match. 

I cannot conclude this letter without noticing the orderly conduct of 
the multitude of people present at Creedmoor — a multitude composed in 
great part of our own countrymen — and when I tell you it was simply at 
the request of my friend. Col. Wingate, and myself, that all demonstration 
during the match on the part of the visitors ceased (there were only six 
policemen present) , you will agree with me, I trust, that the spectators 
proved themselves supporters of law and order and lovers of fair play. The 
final cheer given to the victors proved how we all admired the pluck and 
staying power of both Teams. 

To the American press I tender my thanks for the scrupulous accuracy 
of its reports of our proceedings and for its leniency to myself. 

Finally, I have once more on the part of the Irish Riflemen to throw 
down the gauntlet to otie more peaceful battle with the American Riflemen 
on the same terms upon which the match was shot at Creedmoor, 
the return match to be shot in Dublin in the month of June, 1875, 
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the Team to consist of not more than eight nor less than six men, at the 
option of the Americans. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, your faithful and obliged, 

ARTHUR B. LEECH, 
Captain Irish International Rifle Team. 

Windsor Hotbl, New York, Sept. 27, 1874. 

This challenge was accepted on behalf of American riflemen 
by the Amateur Rifle Club, in the following letter : 

No. 194 Broadway, New York, ) 

October 2d, 1874. ) 
Major A. Blbnerhasset Leech : 

My Dear Sir : — I hare much pleasure in informing you that the neces- 
sary arrangeinents (which alone have caused the apparent delay) having 
been completed, I am directed by the Amateur Rifle Club, on behalf of 
themselves and of the riflemen of America, so far as they are authorized to 
speak for the latter, to accept your challenge to shoot a Rifle Match in 
Dublin, during the Summer of 1875, the date to be agreed upon on or before 
May 1, 1875, upon the same conditions as the recent match. 

I feel confident that this match will be marked by the same fairness and 
friendly feeling that have characterized our late contest, and will initiate a 
system of international rifle competition which will do much to unite the 
two countries and to develop th5 manly sport of rifle shooting. 

In conclusion, I can only hope that if you should win the match, that 
our Team will endeavor to bear their defeat with the same magnanimous 
spirit that has been displayed by yourself and your friends. 

Very truly yours, 

GEO. W. WINGATE, 
President Amateur Rifle Club. 

This action by their President was duly approved by the 
Amateur Rifle Club at their next meeting, and the duty of making 
the necessary arrangements to provide for the match was committed 
to a Joint Committee consisting of Colonels Wingate and Gilder- 
sleeve, Captain Fulton, and Messrs. Collins, Bruce, Fairbanks, 
Alford and Schermerhom, the Executive Committee of the Club, 
and Generals Woodward, McMahon and Molineaux, Hon. D. W. 
Judd and James Gordon Bennett, appointed at the request of the 
Club by the National Rifle Association. 
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It has been determined by this Committee to send a Team of 
ten (including the Captain) to Ireland, who, after shooting in the 
International Match, will visit Wimbledon. All their expenses will 
have to be borne by the Club. The amount necessary to be raised 
for this purpose will be not less than $6,000, and the following 
address has been issued by the Committee to the public, request- 
ing their assistance in raising this amount : 

New York, February 1, 1875. 
To the Public: 

In November, 1873, the " Irish Team," whose success in winning the 

celebrated Elcho Shield at Wimbledon had constituted them the champions 

of Great Britain, published a challenge to American riflemen to shoot a 

match with American rifles against their celebrated Rigby's, at 800, 900 and 

1,000 yards. Although the extreme distances, and the rules as to weapons 

and position were new to American marksmen, the Amateur Rifle Club, 

of this city, boldly accepted the challenge. Not only were they almost 

wholly inexperienced, but no rifles were then made in America, which 

could compete, under the terms of the match, with those used by the Irish 

Team. During the brief period, however, which elapsed before the match, 

our manufacturers succeeded in providing them with the necessary 

weapons, and they had acquired such skill in their use that when the contest 

took place at Creedmoor on September 26, 1874, the Team selected from 

their number as the representatives of America were victorious by a score 

previously unparalleled. On the announcement of the result, another 

challenge was published on behalf of the Irish Riflemen, to shoot a return 

match in Dublin next June. The expenses of the previous match, which 

were heavy, had been borne almost entirely by the members of the Amateur 

Rifle Club, who were comparatively few in number, and they naturally 

hesitated before assuming the responsibility of undertaking to send a team 

of riflemen across the Atlantic. Relying, however, upon the rejire- 

sentations of the press and their friends that the honor of the country 

required that the challenge should not be rejected, and that fbey could 

unhesitatingly depend upon the public for the "sinews of war*^ required to 

enable the representatives of America to make a proper appearance abroa^J, 

the club accepted the proffered challenge, not on their own V^ehalf, but a« 

the representatives of American riflemen. The time having now come 

when the assistance thus promised i.s needed, the Committee having the 

matter in charge, representing not only the Amateur liifle Club, but the 

National Rifle Association, de«ire to call the attention of the pablic to the 

matter. The expenses of the preliminary practice by the Team, in the 
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matches in which they shall be selected (in which matches marksmen 
from all sections of the country are expected to compete), and their outfit, 
passage, and expenses while in Eur()}»e, have all to be provided for, as 
they cannot be expected to be met by the contestants. The amount 
required is estimated jit not less than !!?C,000, and unless this amount is 
insured it will be impossible for the match to j)roceed. With that amount 
the affair may be a success which will redound creditably to the reputation 
of the country. -The committee, trusting that the matter will be looked 
upon by all as a national affair, which must not be allowed to fail, wouki 
respectfully request that all who may feel inclined to aid in the project will 
forward their subscriptions to Gen. M. T. McMahon, No. 99 Nassau Street, 
New York, (Treasurer of the joint committee of the National Rifle Asso- 
ciation and the Amateur Rifle Club having the matter in charge) by whom 
the receipt will be duly acknowledged and reported to the Club. 

Very respectfully yours, 

GEORGE W. WING ATE, 

HENRY A. GILDERSLEEVE, 

HENRY FULTON, 

A, ALVORD, 

L. C. BRUCE, 

J. T. B. COLLINS, 

F. P. FAIRBANKS, 

G. S. SCIIERMERHORN, Jr., 
JOHN B. WOODWARD, 
DAVID W. JUDD, 
JAMES GORDON BENNETT, 
MARTIN T. McMAHON, 
E. L. MOLINEUX, 
ALEXANDER SHALER, 
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THE AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL TEAM FOR 1876. 



At a meeting of the joint Committee of the Amateur Rifle Club 
and the National Rifle Association, held on the 19th of February, 
1875, for the purpose of determining the method of selection of 
the Team of 1875, it was 

Resolved^ That the American Team to shoot the International Match at 
Dublin, Ireland, 1875, consist of a captain and nine men, who shall be 
selected from native born citizens of the United States, as follows : 

1. The standing of competitors shall be determined from four consecu- 
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tive scores of forty-five shots each, each score made in a single day, without 
sighting shots, consisting of fifteen shots at 800, 900 and 1,000 yards. 

2. The mfembers of the American Team of 1874 shall be allowed to 
stand upon the four scores made in their last four competitions at Creed- 
moor in 1874, ending with the Bennett Match, provided they signify their 
election so to do in writing to the Secretary of this committee on or before 
the 1st of April, 1875. 

3. All other competitors shall be required to shoot in four competitions 
at times to be hereafter designated. The nine competitors, including the 
members of the Team of 1874, standing upon their scores, who show the 
highest aggregate in their four scores thus made, or upon which they stood 
as above provided, shall constitute the Team for 1875, and be given their 
rank thereon respectively, according to their scores ; subject, however, to 
the following provisions : That such members of the Team of 1874 as do 
not receive a place upon the Team of 1875 under the foregoing rules, shall 
be allowed to challenge an equal number of the said Team of nine as above 
selected, commencing with the ninth man, to two competitions, to be under 
the direction of this committee, and the victors in these two competitions 
shall be members of the Team. 

4. Should any vacancy or vacancies occur in the Team, as thus selected, 
before the day of sailing, it or they shall be filled by placing therein the 
competitor or competitors whose score or scores are next in order of merit, 
as shown at the end of the four competitions above provided. 

5. The captain shall be chosen, by a majority vote of the nine men con- 
stituting the Team, as soon as practicable after their selection, in accordance 
with the conditions herein provided. 

Hesolved, That this committee elect as Superintendent of Firing a 
practical riflemen, who shall act as captain of the Team until the captain is 
elected. 

Resolved^ That the Team of 1875 shall be required to engage in such 
private practice on the range as this committee may direct. 

The team and the four competitions allowed to stand, as pro- 
vided in the foregoing resolutions, are as follows : 



Henry Fulton . . 


. 159 


168 


rco. 

171 


158 


656 


John Bodine . . 


. 156 


158 


158 


152 


624 


H. A. Grildersleeve 


. 153 


154 


155 


143 


605 


T. S. Dakin . . . 


. 142 


158 


139 


147 


586 


G. W. Yale . . , 


. 142 


150 


162 


127 


581 


L. L. Hepburn . . 


. 133 


156 


149 


142 


580 




AMERICA'S VICTORY AT CREEDMOOR. 



DETAILS OF THE CONTEST. 

[Compiled from the descriptions given in the World. Sun, and other New York papers, immediately after 

the Match.] 

Wimbledon and her record have been outdone and left far 
behind, so far as long-range shooting is concerned, in the work 
done by the International Teams at Creedmoor. America, 
with a rifle range scarcely two years old, and with not more 
than fifty small-bore riflemen, all told, in target practice, has met 
and vanquished a body of British Riflemen second to none that 
has ever graced the tournament at Wimbledon Common. Long 
talked of, much thought of, the great Rifle Match between Ireland 
and America is over, and, while America is the victor, the contest 
was one which gives no little glory to the vanquished. No second- 
class work was done on either side, and this great ''shoot" stands 
on the rifle records of the world a measuring-notch for future gen- 
erations of riflemen. A man must have the precision of an accu- 
rately gauged machine to beat a score of 171 in a possible 180. 
There is no child' s play in such a run. Nothing but the most 
educated experience of the effect of the wind, the light, the heat, 
the dryness, and all the little details which have so material an 
influence on the swift-travelling bullet could have enabled the 
champions to perform such a feat. The whole match was a model 
of order and of fair play, and an exhibition, above all, of supreme 
skill. 

The terms called for a Team of six riflemen from each nation, 
who were each to flre flfteen shots at the distances of 800, 900, and 
1,000 yards, respectively. The time fixed for the opening gun was 
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10:30 o'clock Saturday morning. By that hour fully 3,000 people 
were upon the range, some the friends of one of the shooting squads, 
some of the other. In this respect the divisions were about equally 
matched. The day was all that could be desired,' so far as a coun- 
try jaunting weather was concerned. From a rifleman's point of 
view it was not so good. The sun shone out bright and clear, 
while no refreshing breeze swept across the range. The riflemen 
had come to the place of contest by several of the earlier morning 
trains, the 9 A. M. train taking several of the Irish Team. At the 
grounds very excellent precaution had been adopted to restrain 
the crowd expected, from intruding unduly upon the space allotted 
to the riflemen, a rope having been stretched from post to post in a 
horseshoe about the area occupied by the shooters. This gave the 
best view to the very largest number. On one side a series of 
benches had been placed for the accommodation of ladies and special 
guests. The targets had been arranged in groups of two, Nos. 19 
and 20 being arranged for one body, while Nos. 16 and 17 formed 
a second couple, No. 18 being removed. This afforded an easy 
distinction in the popular eye between the Irish and American tar- 
gets. Major Leech, who had^won the choice of targets, took Nos. 
16 and 17, towards the inside of the range, the wisdom of his 
choice being manifest at 1,000 yards, where the shade of the large 
tree over his position was very refresliing to his men. The assign- 
ment of markers, spotters, and scorers for each party to each target 
was then made. One man each was named by Major Leech and 
Colonel Wingate to go to the butts and sit at each target and care- 
fully see that the marker performed his whole duty faithfully. 
Others were put at the firing point with good glasses to see the 
spot struck by each bullet upon the target, and see that it was 
marked as hit, while others again acted as scorers, duplicate tickets 
being made out, and compared at the close. These admirable pre- 
cautions prevented anything like a doubt of accuracy or fair deal- 
ing in all parts of the competition. Once or twice the men in the 
butts came out to examine a target more minutely, but the shots 
were in all cases correctly signalled, and there was no grumbling. 
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From the first to the last the shooting went steadily on without a 
flaw or a break. 

AN AMUSING INCIDENT. 

Just before the firing began, Major Leech, who is an exceed- 
ingly dignified gentleman, desired to present Colonel Wingate, 
Captain of the American Team, with a badge, the counterpait of 
which he himself wore as Captain of the Irish Team. A circle of men 
was soon formed, and Mr. Leech b(»gan th(» presentation speech, 
explaining the nature of the badge and the pleasure it gave him in 
presenting it. He was about to conclude, and said, '' Here it is, 
sir," putting his hand into his pocket. But he ascertained that 
the badge was not in that pocket. TIk^ words flowed from his 
mouth thick and fast as he rummaged another pocket for the badge, 
when all at once its whereabouts occurred to him, he exclaimed, 
" Oh, be Dad, it's in Johnson's box ! " The speech was finished 
mid roars of laughter, but the presentation was postponed. 

It was just 11:15 A. M. when Colonel Wingate gave the com- 
mand to " commence firing." John Rigby was the first to fire on 
No. 16 target, making a centre, scoring 3. Lieutenant Fulton fol- 
lowed with a bull' s-eye, giving the Americans at the start a lead of 
1 point, a vantage gained, which was increased to nine points at 
the end of the 800-yard score, the Americans standing 326, the 
Irish 317 — each in a possible* 360. At this range Fulton, of the 
Americans, and Hamilton, of th(^ Irish, beyond doubt the best 
shots on the ground, each made 58 in a possible 60 ; that is, 13 
bull' s-eyes in 15 shots. The crowd early resolved itself into two 
factions, the Irishmen present assembling along the rope behind 
the Irish targets, while the general New Yorker and the friends of 
the Amateur Rifle Club, favoring the American Team, were found 
before the targets occupied by theii* favorites. At the outset a 
disposition to cheer and applaud the making of a fine shot was 
shown, but the noise disconcerting the shooters, it required the 
utmost persuasive powers of Major Leech and Colonel Wingate to 
induce the crowd to repress their feelings of exultation. The 
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greatest applause, it was noted, came from the Irish wing of the 
crowd. The interest in the shooting was kept up to the end, and 
the absorbing interest taken may be judged of from the fact that 
nearly 5,000 people, to which limit the crowd increased by later 
trains, stood unflinchingly from 10 A. M, until nearly 5 P. M. in a 
good hot sun, crowded together, watching shot after shot on four 
several targets at the same time, keeping themselves well informed 
of the varying chances of the marksmen. The conduct of the spec- 
tators was a surprise to the managers. Watching a target is at 
best but poor sport to an outside, non-rifleman, but the honor at 
stake and the pride of nationality kept up the attention unflagging 
to the end. As each five shots was completed the scores were 
posted on the bulletin boards in full view of the crowd. At the 
finish of the 800 yard firing a recess for lunch was taken, and while 
the general crowd resorted to the eating-stands in the rear, the 
Teams and their guests partook of an excellent lunch in a side tent. 
Prior to the resuming of the match, Major A. B. Leech, Captain 
of the Irish Team, arose and said that he had resolved to afford 
himself the opportunity of discharging a little duty, and it would 
have been particularly gratifying to him if the occasion had been 
more public. When the Irish Team came to this great country 
they naturally expected that they would be received with courtesy 
and kind attention, but he would say that if they had had the one- 
twentieth part of the hospitality extended to them, it would have 
been far in excess of what they anticipated. On behalf of the 
Irish Riflemen he would say that they were deeply sensible and 
greatly impressed with the kindness and consideration shown 
theii- happy visit to America. (Applause.) The result of the 
match-awhile both sides were of coiuse anxious to win — he held to 
be of complete insignificance, as weighed with the circumstances of 
their visit in making acquaintances and meeting their countrymen 
on this side of the Atlantic. (Applause.) When he was in Ireland 
he thought he would like to communicate with those more imme- 
diately connected with rifle shooting in this country, while the 
match was being originated. His flrst intention was to call to the 
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subject the attention of the Chief Magistrate of the country. It 
was about that time brought about through the instrumentality of 
a gentleman of New York City. He was, in fact, the direct cause 
of such a happy event, and in consequence of the services rendered 
by him to the people of Ireland, under the exciting circumstances 
which all would remember, he thought he could not do a more 
friendly act than issue the challenge through him. (Applause.) 
He was sorry he had not made his personal acquaintance. He had 
tried to see him, but had learned that he was out of town. When 
he was in Ireland he had had a friendly intercourse in the way of 
correspondence with the Captain of the American Team, and he 
was not surprised to find the gentleman such as he had conceived 
him to be. He would like, under the circumstances, to leave his 
friends in America a little souvenir of the visit of the Irish 
Team, to be shot for on any terms that might be deemed ad- 
visable. (Here Major Leech uncovered a beautiful silver pitcher, 
exquisitely worked, and surmounted by a little silver tower, 
representative of the famous old towers of Ireland.) He went 
on to say that it was made of Irish silver and worked in Ire- 
land. It was as Irish as the rifles they shot with and as the hearts 
that beat in the bosoms of the marksmen. It was, indeed, racy of 
the soil. He begged the Amateur Rifle Club woxdd take it, with 
his good wiU, and he would take the liberty of reading the inscrip- 
tion : — ''Presented for competition to the Riflemen of America by 
Arthur Blennerhassett Leech, Captain of the International Team of 
of Riflemen, on the occasion of their visit to New York, 1874.". 
(Cheers.) The face on it remained for themselves to fill up, and he 
would only hope that the best man would win it. (Applause.) 
He hoped that in times to come they would have the opportunity 
of meeting frequently under the same happy circumstances as now 
marked the visit of the Irish Riflemen. (Applause.) 

Colonel Wingate said it gave him great pleasure on behalf of 
the Amateur Rifle Club to accept the very handsome present 
which had been so graciously tendered. He was not wholly 
unprepared for something of the kind, but he nevertheless found 



lelf at a loss to give expression to his thanks in view of the 
beantifol souvenir which had just been tendered. When the 
match was first arranged the American Team had never calculated 
on anything more than a creditable display on their own part, 
and snch as would encourage future contests, but they were 
determined, even if they did not succeed, that Americans would 
not be surpassed in courtesy, hospitality and kindness. (Ap- 
plause.) He regretted to say that he now found himself making 
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a speech, for he had two speeches i-eady— one to deliver in case the 
American Riflemen won, and the other in case they lost — (laugh- 
ter) — and he was afraid if he proceeded much further he would 
spoil both of them. Whatever might be the result of the contest, 
he was certain it would establish more friendly relationship among 
the two Teams. He concluded by assuring the party that when 
they left America theii- memories would keep fresh and green in 
the hearts of their competitors, and would be a white stone in their 
history (Applause.) Major Leech then formally decorated Colonel 
Wingate, as Captain of the Amateur Rifle Club, with the badge of 
6 
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the Irish Rifle Association, which brought the proceedings to a 
close. These little civilities over, with reciprocal cheers the 
riflemen again returned to the work before the targets at 900 yards. 
Here the two parties brought themselves down to work in dead 
earnest, the Irishmen to wipe out a balance of nine points against 
them, and the Americans to raise their advantage as high as their 
skill would permit. Here the Irishmen seemed to be the 
superior, and at the announcement of the resxdt of the fifteen 
shots, it was seen that the Irish had made 312 points, while the 
American Team had scored but 310. . Both sets of men had fallen 
away, but the visitors seemed better able to overcome the difllculties 
of this medium and awkward range. Their gain of two points still 
left them seven points behind at the aggregate score, but the 1,000- 
yard range still remained, at which distance the Irish were confess- 
edly superior. The spirits of the Irish backers were raised, and 
at the same time the determination of the American Riflemen to 
win, or die game. The Irish Riflemen themselves, however, did 
not seem so sanguine. From the very start, or at least as soon as 
it was known that they were some points behind, they seemed to 
shoot with a sullen display of grit. They consulted one with 
another in whis})ers, and went to and from the firing-rug without a 
glance or outward notice of the immense throng present. Large 
beads of perspiration stood out upon their foreheads, and at every 
instant's grace from loading or firing they dodged under the 
umbrellas with which they were provided. With the prospect of 
a stern chase, and to them an uncomfortably hot day, they were 
under a load which their superior science and long experience 
could not remove. The fight, however, was a desperate one. 
Slowly they stretched themselves along the ground, steadily they 
took aim ; care and deliberation marked every step, and that they 
were doing their very best is evidenced in the fact that by their 
own admissions they had never surpassed their record in this match. 
The excellence of one Team seemed to inoculate the other with the 
fever of luck and skill, and while the Americans forged ahead 
until at one stage in the match they were fourteen points ahead, 
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mnrvi'lltnislv (nTfiH-t S4'on' of tlu' leading American shot, the 
\iin'iii'inii must h;u«' Nh-ii Itcalvn. not badly, but as well and 
n« r.iiupl.'t.'lx :»••. ilifv :ir.' now tin- vamiuishera. One of the osaal 
Mniuli-ts wliii-h a.•^^Mu^v^ny rillf stuMtting, attended General Dakin, 
.>r ill.' \ni.<n>-;ui su)<\ In lii> fourth shot at 900 yards, the 
itiiiii.l.iv U:h>|<.>h.nI to K- licfiitivf from a hidden flaw in the 
i,.i.i|'i«-;iti,'ii of {\w I'liUoi. 111.- instant it left the rifle's mouth the 
I'K'i ><■)-: |>'ii<'tii u\ the »:tt'Miuc tli<;ht and different soand of the 
hIiIiH. ■' mt.l,- l'\ tti>- mi-i-iilf in its |>a».sage through the air. 







I'lii- umiil''' oi ouiv'i ' -il.v- {vsi:> ii' :;i.' cvuowl degree of periec- 
Im ili\' vv'tu.'.si.iT.^. ('■■.' wUviU' #is Irishmen in a 
.'t .. tH:»\U' I'Ui Mio:' ^''li-rs :iuvl seven misses, while 
, ym Hi till- -uiiiK- ;'.;vtXf ,'C slu'ts rei-orded only ten 
*.'.. iia-i.-.>v. ftu- o;.\;:vnon ^f tiw World that the 
lil'lt w"i'' 'I"' '"'iu» iu,iik>iLii.u M l.>'<''* vunU is verified in the 
i(>-mll Nuuuiii; ill I'liii laii^i;^' vwi'i M-M'u oiUls a»5tinst them, they 
vIohhI u|> <unl laii v'JU' :iIk-;uI just IvcVrt.- the cUiee. It is fair 
Iti « 1 .uuw lliiU ilio-..' uuiKiLi- [ho tvst svviY uc IaW jiirds are the 
umn'iU'i iilh-iivk'u, uuil >Ki\- ;iW>> U' Jv o-HttviU li* irv.K'd work at 800 
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and 900 yards. The Irish yesterday actually beat the American 
Team, at the most difficult range. They did not prove equally 
successful at the lesser distances. Had the day been a cool, 
cloudy day, with more wind, the victory would not have been so 
cheaply won. At one time, when for a few moments a cloud did 
cover the targets, the shots made were a succession of bull' s-eyes. 
Though the Americans are victorious on a show of totals, the Irish 
really accomplished the finest feats of marksmanship. As soon as 
the day' s work was over, a few moments' examination of the score 
tickets served to convince Major Leech that no error had been 
made in the computations. The winning Team were then called 
together and addressed by Major Leech, in the presentation of 
novel badges. These were the emblems described in the World 
some days ago as intended for the winning riflemen. In a few 
words the Lady Masserene was introduced, and by her hands were 
the several badges attached to the breasts of the several winners. 
Cheers for one and the other, cheers for the Irish and cheers for 
the home Team, with an extra round for General Shaler, who had 
filled the honorary office of umpire during the day, and a general 
rush was made for the homeward-bound cars. Here a most 
unfortunate miscalculation occurred, and a three-hours' ride, at a 
snail' s pace, in crowded, dark, and creaking cars, over the thirteen 
miles between Creedmoor and the city, was the finish of an excel- 
lent afternoon' s enjoyment. 

SERENADE AT THE WINDSOR. 

About midnight Gilmore arrived with his band at the Windsor, 
in Fifth Avenue. Brilliant lime lights were lit in a cii-cle in front 
of the portico, within which and between the curbstones, the band, 
in full dress, arranged themselves and their music stands, in order. 
The street was as light as day. Gloved and alert, Gilmore raised 
his baton, and ''Le Prophete" broke the sOence. The guests of 
the Windsor gathered at every window in all the seven stories, 
from Forty-sixth to Forty-seventh street, and at the windows of 
the opposite houses on the avenue, bearded faces and figures robed 



- » .1 ^«t;r. -.»■ r 7%-mass i wu linen^ b«>gan to appear. Crowds 

^.^ . — ::- r-!.,,^» biwt i-arriage-waj, sidewalks, and 

- ^ -:■ ^ * ^ :> -T-iiii sanrh was finished the Lord Mayor 

- ;^?.. ::- jT<a ikn:i»*ni**iL in whose honor the serenade 

'- - . •-.=- :: :•> T •ii*' ?ali-t.nv over the portico, and were 

» —^ '.^-r 17^0=^. :«eIections from "Lorelei" 
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• ^ ^ ■. • - ^^ '-c^uuie AiT.^c/' A more appreciative 
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•>^ ■ -. • . ^-< ? T 1 5r»rei:h. The Lord Mayor of 

• - V -*. . -' ^r-'nj -And said : 

^ * - - * - : sj «in.t?iv And cordial thanks for 
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vwi >i. . * ^ -, r.t i^-i :j hj Iriah friends in your great 
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. .;. •. 3v - <!5^«.*a Tv die nniyersal American 
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THE HERALD'S DESCRIPTION. 

(New York Herald, Monday, Sept. 28, 1874.) 

Those who stood on the Creedmoor rifle range on Saturday, to 
witness the great trial of skill between the famed Irish marksmen 
who had carried off the Elcho Shield from the best shots of England 
and Scotland, and the comparatively unknown representatives of 
American marksmanship, are not likely soon to forget a contest 
that is destined to remain a landmark in the history of rifle shoot- 
ing. When the challenge to a trial of skill was accepted, it was 
not thought possible that America could furnish a Team of long- 
range marksmen capable of competing successfully with the victors 
of Wimbledon. And it must be confessed that to good luck as 
much as to superior skiU do we owe our success in the very close 
contest. The error of making a bull's-eye on the wrong target 
made by one of the Irish Team gave the victory to America. Had 
it not been for this mischance, our plucky visitors would have 
carried back their fame, scotched indeed, but still secure. As it is, 
they have the consolation of knowing that the points actually 
scored by their Team exceeded by one that made by their oppo- 
nents. But the ruling out of Mr. Milner's misdirected shot 
deprived them of four points, and so decided the contest in favor 
of America by three points. With such a record defeat loses all its 
sting, and the unsuccessful marksmen may console themselves with 
having merited victory if they did not achieve it. The score made 
on Saturday has never been equalled in any long-range competi- 
tion, and even the Irish riflemen surpassed all their former efforts. 
This renders the victory of the Americans the more honorable, 
vsrhile it is an achievement of which the defeated Team may be 
proud. We republish to-day the target diagrams of the shooting, 
freed from one or two slight inaccuracies that had crept into our 
issue of yesterday, owing to the shortness of time at our disposal 
for the preparation of the necessary plates. Although the imper- 
fections were confined to a few blurs that marred the clearness of 
the diagrams, we are anxious that full justice should be done to 
the splendid marksmanship displayed on Saturday, and hence we 
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n«lwMii«' |Im« (liapnnnH in a jH»rfoct state, each diagram accompanied 
l»y ilM proprr H(M)n». I n ronsequence of the delay in retumiiig to 
town, niuHiMl by thr gross m»gl(M*t and incompetency displayed by 
IIm' iiiiiniiK^TM of thr liong Ishmd (/ontral Railroad, it was impossi- 
l»lo to ri'vlrw as fully as \vi» should have desired the problems 
(»M»t«'iiin| |iy thr InttTuational contest. They were to riflemen and 
rnllllMiy inon qurslions of gnive importance underlying the struggle 
l»»»lw«nii (hr Iwrlvo intMi who were doing battle for the &.me of 
ImImimI mimI America, and to the men who watched closely the 
l»Mi|MfMM nf I ho roult»st tlu» value of the so-called improvements 
<(T< » IimI of latr years in small arms lor military purposes, must 
hifvi MppranMl rxlremt^ly doubtful. In England for many years 
lh<»in Ims Immmi in pro^n^ss a battli^ between muzzle-loaders and 
IimmmIi loaders, and t^arli has found its strong supporters. It was 
Ml (lisl thought inipossibh^ to eonstruet a breech-loading gun that 
would llro as ariMirately as tlu^ muzzle-loader, but the experiments 
on Sniurdav showinl rh^irlv that this was not correct. The trial 
would, howevor, have btHMi uuue sjitisfactory in its results had not 
(/iiMitonanl l^'ullon, who wvmU' with the Remington breech-loader 
I III* hi^rhrsl Hi'ovo over n\a(h\ charged it as a muzzle-loader. In one 
|f/fiMllhe mu/./.le-loader t^tViuMually established its superiority as a 
rnililnrv servire arm. .\fter t^very shot the marksmen using the 
briwM'h h»Mdiug ritU^s wen^ obliged to wipe out their weapons with 
(iMinful care, whih^ tlu^ Irish, who used the Rigby muzzle-loader, 
(]M^d Ihoir whoh» sron» without oiue cleaning out their rifles. Nor 
did the accuracy- of tlu^r sluuUing seem to suffer in the least. On 
Mjp contrary thinr In^st scoring was made on the last range. It was 
noliccnblc that they wen^ able to tire more i-apidly than their 
adversaries. With tlu^ breech-loader the marksman is compelled to 
wipe (Hit can^fully his barrel after every shot, under pain of making 
Inaccurate* shooting. In target shooting this is not much dis- 
fwlvautag(\ but in the tield it would be impossible for troops to stop 
Mtid (dcMiu out tluMr weapons after every shot. The result would 
Inevitably be that after a few rounds all existing breech-loaders 
w(Mild become fouled and unreliable as the old musket, while 
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troops armed with muzzle-loaders would continue during action 
with the same accuracy as when they first opened fire. 

The outward conditions under which the contest took place were 
more favorable to the spectators than to the marksmen. From the 
point where the red flags marked the position to be taken up by 
the firing squads, spread out an immense rectangular lawn, termi- 
.nated by a range of targets, behind which rose up the massive 
earth mound which the unskillful marksman makes a billet for his 
lead, smooth, well nigh, as the face of a billiard board ; not a wild 
flower or a blade of grass peeped up to intercept the vision. Every- 
where along the greensward was visible the mark of the mowing 
machines, that made sad havoc among the humble field flowers. 
No one, however, seemed to regret the flowers, but every marks- 
man' s eye lighted up as he looked along that level tract, with out- 
spoken promise of a fair field and no favor. Like most pictures, 
it had its shady side. The hot sun poured down on the open 
space with more than September zeal, and the slight exhalation 
far down near the targets told the practiced eye that the mirage 
would be likely to bother the riflemen a good deal. What wind 
there was blew up the range in the direction of the targets, with a 
scarcely perceptible drift to the right. So far everything was as 
the American Team could have wished it — ^a total absence of wind 
and a mirage doubly deceptive to the strangers. 

Under this aspect of affairs the competing Teams took their 

places at the firing points, the American party being assigned to 

19 and 20, the latter being looked upon as the most favorable to 

good shooting. On the practice days these targets had been 

occupied by the Irish, but having won the toss for choice of place 

they voluntarily chose 16 and 17, the intervening target (18) being 

thrown down in order to prevent mistakes in firing at wrong 

targets. The object of the change was made visible during the 

progress of the match, as by it the Irish Team obtained the shelter 

of a large tree that stands at the 1,000 yards range. It was evident 

from the moment the Irish marksmen appeared on the ground that 

they suffered considerable inconvenience from the unusual heat. 
6 
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By the aid of friendly umbrellas they endeavored as much as 
possible to shield themselve:^ from the sun. 

Considerable delay o4Turred in beginning the firing, both Teams 
being apparently desirous to wait for the other to open fire. 
Every one busied himself cleaning or discharging his rifle, so as 
not to have tf>o much the air of waiting for the other. At this 
time the large crowd of j)ef)ple gathered on the grounds had 
swelled to at least H.iXHh They now gathered closely around the 
semi-circular roi)e whirh had \H^m placed as a barrier to preserve 
the firing parties from interruption. As the preparations to begin 
profj^^ed, the boisterous conversation gradually ceased, and the 
imm(ms4? assf^mblage waited with bated breath for the shot which 
should announce that the match was entered upon. Impatient of 
waiting for th(; Americans, the Irish, with characteristic pluck, 
began the contest. The distribution of the marksmen was as 
follows : — (^ap tain Walker, J. Rigby and J. B. Hamilton occupied 
16; J. Wilson, J. K. Milner and E. Johnson, 17; H. Fulton, J. 
Bodine and h. L. Hepburn, 19 ; Colonel Gildersleeve, G. W. Tale 
and T. S. Dakin, 20. 

(yaptain VValk(»r, of the Irish, was the first to move out and 
take up positicm. Th(» Captain is a fine-looking man, over six feet 
in height and h(>avily built. He fires lying face downwards, his 
rifle held firmly in the left hand, both elbows resting on the 
ground. This position in active service would have the advantage 
of allowing the rifi(.*man to fire with the least exposure of his 
body. It also enables him to sweep the ground in front, and could 
be urttnl by huntsmen or soldiers with advantage. For mere target 
shooting it nuiy be questioned whether it affords the st<eadiest sup- 
port to tlu^ rifi(\ It is a favorite position with riflemen of all 
dasHi^H. When Captain Walker moved out and took up his 
position, all ey(»s were centered on target 16. There was a cessa- 
tion of conversiition, as the result was looked forward to anxiously. 
Htit no Hag responded to the shot, and a mingled murmur of regret 
and satisfaction nin through the assembled throng. It was evident 
that two parties having diverse interests in the result were present, 
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and as the day advanced they gradually drifted in the direction of 
their respective friends. The murmur of satisfaction that ran 
towards the American targets when no response was made to the 
first Irish shot burst into applause, which was speedily suppressed 
by the efforts of Colonel Wingate, Captain of the American Team, 
aided by the good taste of the people themselves. 

While this was occurring on the right, Dr. Hamilton had 
taken up position and fired. Immediately the white disc hid the 
bull's-eye from view, and the friends of the Irish Team imme- 
diately gave vent to their feelings in loud applause. Major Leech, 
of the Irish Team, was obliged to follow Colonel Wingate' s exam- 
ple, and appeal to those present not to disturb the marksmen by 
any mark of applause or of displeasure. The appeal was good- 
humoredly received and very generally acceded to ; but, as the 
firing now became general along the line, partial manifestations of 
satisfaction were continued from time to time by the irrepressible 
spirits on both sides. But after a while the frequency with which 
the white disc was called up became somewhat monotonous, and 
the crowd settled down to watch the progress of the match, which 
from the opening shot seemed to pronounce in favor of the 
Americans. 

When Captain Walker rose from his first unlucky shot, he 
quietly proceeded to load, simply stopping to exchange a word 
with Mr, Rigby. It was evident from the quiet gravity of the 
Irish Team that they were exceedingly annoyed at the inauspicious 
beginning ; but the Captain on his second shot scored a centre, 
^and a bull's-eye with his third. It was hoped that all danger of 
xnisses were now at an end, as he had secured the elevation, but 
the sixth shot also passed over the target without eliciting any 
x-eply. The shot was watched with close interest, and a murmured 
*'He's missed again" ran through the crowd, but with tones of 
^voice that conveyed different meanings. This second lesson ad- 
monished the Captain to greater care, and he closed his score with 
four centres and five bull' s-eyes, making a total of forty-six. As 
the 800 yards range was tjie f^ivorite American range, the low 
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ftviTaK<» mado by the Captain damaged seriously the chances of an 
Ii'ImIi victory. But it is worthy of note that the misses made by 
Ml*' i'fiplain won* probably caused by the mirage on which the 
AffM^rlcniiM counted with such well-founded hope. Mistake in his 
<lcviillon was, (»vid(Mitly, the cause of the misses, as his shooting 
hhowM verv Hiiirht dt^viation. The shots in the centre and bull's- 
eye are well ]>ut on and sliow splendid line shooting. By refer- 
ence to Mm» dia^nnn it will W setm that the mean deviation of the 
mIioIh which struck the tari^et is very slight, all the shots being 
centrally grouped. 

It (lev()lv(Hl on Dr. Flamilton to arrest the demoralization which 
the lirst shot had evidently caustni among his colleagues. Bad and 
^ood shooting is contagious. Had not Dr. Hamilton stepped into 
Hie bn^ach and madt^good the mistakes of his friends by scoring five 
successive* buirs-eyes, the Irish would have been hopelessly dis- 
tanced at this rangtN for the AnitTicans seemed to draw increased 
nerve and vigor from the mistakes of their opponents. Nothing, 
liowever, <M)uld have been more in c(mtrast with the characteristics 
popiihirly as(»rib(Ml to Irishmen than that exhibited by the gentle- 
men of the Team. They evidently felt that the battle was going 
a^ninst tluMn, but there was a quii^t, unostentatious resolution in 
tlicir bearing as they stepped out silently and almost grimly to 
take tlie plac(» of th(^ comrade who had tired. Whatever foilrune 
m*u\ was rec(»iv(^d with quiet impassiveness. Whatever points 
were to be communicated were whispered in a few words and the 
rnarksmcm lay down, fired, rose, loaded and prepared to fire as 
though they were unconcious of the presence of thousands who 
wa-t(5lHMl these cool, rc^solute figures as they did their work with a 
(juick intelligc^nce and quiet pluck that eventually lifted them out 
of the rut into which they had fallen and brought them to the very 
thn^shold of victory. Prominent among this distinguished group 
Dr. Hamilton attracted general attention. A decidedly handsome 
man, standing six feet in his stockings, and strongly -built, bold and 
Hol(li(»r-lik(^ in carriage, he was well calculated to command atten- 
tion. Fiooked to as the most skillful shot of the Team, he showed 
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how well he merited the confidence of his friends by doing good 
work just when it was most needed. Thirteen bull's-eyes out of a 
possible fifteen was his magnificent contribution made to the Irish 
total at this range. It is probable that better shooting has never 
been made than that shown on the diagram of his target. Dr. 
Hamilton adopts the same position in firing as Captain Walker, 
and the magnificent scoring he makes proves that it is by no means 
essential to good shooting for the rifleman to twist himself after 
the manner of one of Michael Angelo's Torsi. 

The third figure of the remarkable group forming the left of 
the line of fire was Mr. John Rigby, of the famous firm of Irish 
gunmakers whose saw-handled pistols were in pretty frequent 
requisition in the good old '-pistols and coffee" time. But, 
though the circumstances of the times have changed the position of 
the gunmaking firm of the Irish metropolis, in reference to the 
sporting gentry of Ireland it has not changed a whit. The sons go 
to the house for their twist -barrelled fowling pieces and long-range 
rifles, which have superseded the "saw-handles," but that is 
about all. Mr. Rigby must be close on six feet in height and is 
strongly built. He is one of the steadiest and most reliable, 
though not the most brilliant shot, of the Team. Opening with 
three centres, he at last found the bull's-eye, and he succeeded in 
getting seven shots on the bull' s-eye, closing with a score of fifty- 
two. The shots were well grouped, showing slight deviations. 
His method of shooting is lying face downward, in the position 
already described. 

While the gentlemen on target sixteen were struggling to make 
good the points lost in the opening of the match, their comrades on 
seventeen were shooting . with splendid precision. J. K. Milner 
opening with a centre, followed with a bull's-eye and two centres. 
Having got his elevation correctly, he then began to score bull's- 
eyes, and succeeded in closing his score with eleven consecutive 
bull's-eyes. This was the most brilliant feat of the day, for 
although both Lieutenant Fulton and Dr. Hamilton made one point 
more than Mr. Milner at this range, neither of them made so well- 
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sustained an effort. The way, too, in which the shots were grouped 
in the bull's-eye shows the truest shooting of the day. The eleven 
shots are grouped closely round the centre of the bull's-eye, 
showing a marvellous correctness of aim. Mr. Milner' s manner of 
shooting is peculiar. He lies on his back, with the butt of his rifle 
resting on the hollow of his shoulder while the barrel rests on his 
toe. In order to enable him to take aim, the back sight of the rifle 
is placed near the heel plate. The position is neither very graceful 
nor does it appear very solid. It possesses the disadvantage that 
the rifleman can only see one object, and in target shooting it 
exposes him to the danger of shooting at the wrong target. This 
peculiarity of the posture was illustrated only too forcibly for the 
comfort of the Irish Team by Mr. Milner in the present contest, as 
it caused him to throw away a shot that would have secured the 
victory for his comrades. 

One of the men of the Irish Team who strove hardest for victory 
was Mr. James Wilson, one of the younger men grouped at target 
seventeen. He had the good luck to open the score with a splendid 
bull' s-eye, and did not make a single outer or miss at any of the 
ranges. He adopts the mode of lying on his face to shoot, and 
grasps his rifle vrtth great firmness. He fires slowly and with great 
deliberation. He proved himself one of the most reliable men of 
the Irish party. He is of medium stature, strongly built. 

Mr. E. Johnson, whose state of health interfered very much 

with the reliability of his shooting, completed the Irish Team. He 

shoots in a similar position to Mr. Milner. His shooting at this 
range was very good. He made no misses and only one outer, 

making a fair score. 

During tho memorable contest of Saturday the success of the 

Am(;ri(5an Team depended chiefly on one man, and had he failed to 

fulfil the; exj)(H;tations formed of him, nothing could have saved the 
Americ^ans from defeat. Lieutenant Fulton, by profession civil 
engin(H;r, had steadily advanced to the front place in the American 
Team, and th(^ wonderful score made by him on the Thursday pre- 
ceding the match placed him in the front rank of the world's 
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KAKKWELL TO THE IRISH TEAM. 

i4^'yft //'A/^h, (yH^fUun of the Irish Rifle Team, with other mem- 
h^f^ ot Dti^ tmU |;^rt,y, werf' f^torUfd down the Bay on the 18th of 
HtfiMiiUi^r, hy Ui^5 Natirmal Rifle Association and the Amateur 
M?W^ ('ifih. TUtr HUnim^r N. K. Hopkins had been placed at the 
(U^pum^,\ tft Um< rUU^wm by the Quarantine Commissioners^ and at 



51 

10 o'clock left the foot of Whitehall street with a good-sized party 
of gentlemen on board. The second point of landing was the foot of 
Twenty-third street, North River. Here the remainder of the 
home party and the guests who had driven down from the Fifth 
Avenne Hotel were taken on the steamer and conveyed down the 
river to the Cunard dock. On their passage the farewell speeches 
were made and the farewell bumpers drank. 

Colonel Church, the President of the Association, opened the 
speech-making by referring to the cordial relations which had 
sprung up between the two Rifle Associations by this visit from 
the Irish soil of some of Ireland's best sons, and in conclusion 
proposed the health of the Irish riflemen, and called upon Major 
Leech, as a representative man, to respond. 

Major Leech, after the glasses had been emptied, spoke of his 
American reception as one far beyond his highest hopes. He and 
his comrades had been treated and feasted like kings. Visiting 
princes could not have been better cared for. He wished for 
another and another of the bloodless battles such as it had been 
their pleasure to participate in at Creedmoor. 

Mr. W. Waterhouse responded for the ladies of the Irish party, 
of whom there were several present. He said he would act the 
part of a friend, and not take the Americans unaware, by warn- 
ing them that the Irish Team intended to win back the international 
trophy. 

Several of the American riflemen thanked him for his regard, 
and in return gave him full notice that they too had formed the 
design of retaining the honors of victory as long as possible. 

Colonel Wingate said that in matches of this sort, where large 
honors and large stakes were played for, there was usually crimi- 
nation and re-crimination, charges of sharp practice and unfair 
play, with counter charges of the same. In the late contest, he 
was happy to say, nothing of the sort had been intimated. The 
match was fairly won. The Amateur Clubmen resolved from the 
start to have a perfectly evenly contested battle, and had removed 
all possible cause of complaint. They went in to win or lose on 
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theiT iru»Tiltfi, and did m:> wixJioan fear or fairor. In eonsnltation 
with Maj«>r Leech, they had thoa^t it best to keep the fntiire 
eontesta, as nrach ad poesibl*^, of sm amAls^ir character. With 
this intent, they had reaolT^ni zo have no stake in any fatare eon- 
test. This would remov»> all poeeible :*hade of profe^onal work, 
and leave them to battle for che h4mor alone. 

Oeneral O, D. Green, of the Regular Army, and Creneral 
Tompkins, also responded to calls. 

I>aring this flow of talk the ^eamboat had reached the Cnnard 
dock, and the Irish party, etscorted by the American riflemen and 
others, passed onto the Rnssia, which was to convey them across 
the ocean. Here the final hand-shaking was done, and at last the 
word was passed for aU those not contemplating a European trip 
to step ashore, and while the embarking Irish party stationed 
themselves on the quarter-deck of the Russia, -their American 
friends crowded the Hopkins. Cheers and responsive cheers 
passed back and forth, and as the great ocean steamer backed 
from her dock, the cannon which had been stationed on the steam- 
boat^ s deck thundered out a noisy farewelL Down the bay as fat 
as Fort Lafayette, the dipping of flags, the racket of cannon, the 
cheers and the shaking of handkerchiefs was kept up, until the 
Russia^ pntting on full speed, started on her long voyage in 
earnest, leaving the little tender to return to the city, both parties 
exhausting thf5iTi8elve8 in one grand parting shout. 

Among those present were Colonel Church, General McMahon, 
General Woodward, General Molineux, D. W. Judd, Lieutenant 
Story, Colonel Wingate and Colonel Gildersleeve, of the National 
Rifle Association' s Board of Directors ; General Kilbum Knox, 
Colonel Ward, General McQuade, General Reynolds, General 
Green, and General Tompkins. The Amateur Rifle Club was repre- 
sented by E. H. Sanford, A. V. Canfleld, jr., L. M. Ballard, 
Captain L. (J. Bruce, George Crouch, A. Alvord, W. G. Phillips, s 
William Moser, jr., W. G. Burton, and many other memt)ers. 
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COMMENTS BY THE PRESS. 

The following articles taken respectively from the British, 
French and American press, are given to show the unanimity of 
sentiment attending the result of the International Match. 

[From the '* VolurUur S«rvie« OazetW of London.] 

The American riflemen may well be proud of their recent victory 
at Creedmoor. For any team to have beaten such a picked half- 
dozen of marksmen as Major Leech took over to the United States, 
would, under any circumstances, have been no slight achievement, 
but for a squad of men who may be called mere recruits with the 
long-range rifle, to have beaten them, and, above all, to have beaten 
them when their shooting was more wonderful than any team- 
shooting that has ever been seen before, is nothing less than 
astounding. Certainly, nothing of the kind was anticipated. The 
New York military and sporting journals took from the outset the 
most modest view of their countrymen' s prospects in the match, 
and, while urging them to persevere in steady practice, pointed 
out, reasonably enough, that they could hardly expect, after a few 
months' practice, to hold their own against the famous Irish small- 
bore shots. A glance at the excellent diagrams which we copy 
to-day from the New York Army and Navy Journal^ will show 
what serious and intelligent practice can do. We most heartily 
congratulate the winners, and the losers certainly have nothing to 
be ashamed of. No doubt both sides put forth all their strength, 
and shot exceptionally well under the stimulus of patriotism, but 
we may probably guess that the clear atmosphere of America is 
particularly favorable to good scores at long ranges. 

[From ''La ne Sportive,''] 

Cette grande R6publique, a qui un siecle a suffi pour se consti- 
tuer un des peuples les plus riches etles plus puissants del'univers, 
ne semble guere avoir laisse le temps a ses enf ants de gouter en 
repos tous les agrements d' une vie calme et paisible. 

Ne d'une guerre civile, ne se donnant que peu de loisirs, alerte, 
actif, toujours sur pied, et portant chaque jour son drapeau dans 
des contrees inexplor6es dont il chasseles hordes sauvages> 1' Am6ri- 
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onin a du d'alwrd consolider ses fovers arant de se livrer a une vie 
de plaisirs, de luxe et d' elegance. Anjourd'hm que cette revolution 
est aoooiuplie, nous savons parfaitement que le Yankee, dans toute 
qut^tioii niondaine, se fait fort de ne subir aucun retard ; ses 
pn^uesst^s en matiere de Sport ne sont pas de date recente. Dans 
les lutttH? qu*il a traversees;, n a pas perdu de rue les interets 
sjH^rtifs^ il les a dereloppfe. an eontraire^ dans ses attributions les 
plus utiUss : dans lets exereices du tir, de la peche, de la chasse et 
ilo U uav lotion. Iie:> courses an trot out egalement obtenu ses 
fu\ tNiU*Hi elKvii pr\vsp4?rent sous la protection de nombreuses Societes, 
Ui joiuusfise athletiqiie de sou cote fait honneur an Cricket et au 
Hitso- HiilU jtni reiNc^mment inrente en Amerique et joue avec fureur 
aigiuinrhui en Angleterre. 

Muis i*t>venons tout d'abord sur la question du tir. Les Ameri- 
(^uius s*y luontrent de premiere force : leurs societes sont des plus 
uoiubi^tnises et s'etendent jusqu'aux contrees les plus reculees de 
r Quest, Leur point de ralliement est le grand tir de Creedmoor, a 
Nt^w York, qui naguere a eu a enregistrer dans ses annales un 
ovonement des plus importants, la victoire des riflemen americains 
sur les riflemen irlandais. Que le lecteur nous permette de ltd 
rappeler en quelques mots ces faits, deja passes 

Le 5 septembre dernier, le steamer Scotia quittait Queenstown 
emmenant a son bord Felite des riflemen irlandais^ qui se rendaient 
a Creedmoor, pour accepter le defi qui leur avait ete porte par les 
Americains. Une belle et nombreuse societe s'etait embarquee avec 
eux, a leur tete le lord mayor de Dublin, et lady mayoress, sa 
femme. Pei-somie ne doutait de la victoire : TLrlande ne faisait-eUe 
pas entrer dans la Use ses meilleurs champions, {)armi eux le &meux 
Rigby i Da fortune, cependant, en decida autrement, car, quelques 
jours apres leur arrivee, les Lrlandais trouvaient leurs maitres a 
Creedmoor et recomiaissaient la superiorite des riflemen americains. 

On ne s' attrista guere sur cette def aite ; de nombreuses fetes 
s' organise aussitdt en F honneur des etrangers, et les invitations 
arrivient a la fois de tours les clubs des Etats-Unis. Force leur fut 
de payer de leur personne. A I'heure qu'il est, plus d'un Mandais 
parcourt encore, le fusil a la main, les vastes r^ons des contrees 
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de V Quest. Avant de quitter Creedmoor, les Irlandais ont propose 
aux AmQricans une partie de revanche devant se tirer a Dublin, en 
1875. La proposition fut acceptee par le colonel Wingate pour la 
Soci6te des Amateurs, dont il est le president, et les fonds neces- 
saires pour couvrir tons les frais que necessitera ce voyage ont ete 
immediatement mis a la disposition de ces valiants riflemen. 

[From "7%« Natimr\ 

The International Rifle Match between Ireland and America 
took place on Saturday at Creedmoor, and resulted in an American 
victory after a very close and exciting contest. The score was 934 
to 931, and the shooting is said to have been the best ever done. 
The result reflects great credit upon the gentlemen who got the 
match up, and will, we trust, encourage them to further efforts. A 
generation ago America had a world-wide fame as a rifle-using 
country, and it is gratifying to know from the result of contests 
like that at Creedmoor that, not only in the backwoods, but in 
scientiflc shooting also, we still hold our own. One of the most 
pleasing things about this match, when we consider that it was 
international, was that it did not break up in confusion and loud 
accusations of fraud on both sides and threats of violence from the 
spectators, followed for the succeeding week by letters to the news- 
papers proving that the targets used by the two sides were not the 
same size ; that the ground was not measured fairly; that the score 
was not correctly kept ; and that the sights of the rifles had been 
tampered with. On the contrary, the greatest good feeling seems 
to have prevailed, and the match terminated with a festive proces- 
sion to the Windsor House, from the balcony of which the Lord 
Mayor had the pleasure of addressing an enthusiastic public, a 
Jarge portion of which was quite as Irish as himself. The visit 
of the Lord Mayor and his party has been from the flrst an 
immense success. The friends of peace might perhaps have feared 
for the result of the necessary interview with the Mayor, but it 
went off very nicely, no race hostility being developed on either 
side. 



THE MARKSMEN AND THEIR SHOTS. 




Lieutenant Henry Fulton is a 
surveyor by profession, and is a 
Lieutenant in the Twelfth Regi- 
ment.* He is twenty -eight years 
old, is of medium height, weighs 
about 145 pounds. Hi a record 
proves him to be the best shot in 
the world. He served during the 
late war as Lieutenant in the 
Twenty-first New York Cavalry. 
He shoots lying on his back, the 
rifle between his crossed legs, his 
left arm behind his neck, hold- 
ing the butt of the gun in his left 
hand, the elbow of the right hand 
resting on the ground, known as 
the "Lord Elcho" position. 



TARGETO OF H. FTJLTON 
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1000 7&Hl8. .4.3 444444444433 3—66 
• Now CspttuD on Staff of Ist Brigade. 
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Mr. G. W. Yale is forty-eight 
years old. He shoots in a some 
what Bimilar position to that of 
Mr. Hepburn, and, like that 
gentleman, is a gunmaker, being 
superintendent of The Sharp's 
Rifle Company. The rifles used 
by General Dakin and Colonel 
Gildersleeve, as well as his own, 
were made by hira, or under his 
supervision. His score in the 
match was exceeded only by 
those of Fulton and Rigby 




TARGETS OF O. W, YALB. 




800 ywds. .3 3334434444444 4—55 000 yuds. .4 3444434434484 4—56 




1000 yards. .4 3843444440384 4—51 




Colonel John Bodlne is forty- 
eight years old. He lives in 
Highland, Ulster County, N. T. 
He waa formerly Colonel of the 
Nineteenth New York Militia, 
now commanded by Colonel 
Dickey.* He is about six feet 
high, well-proportioned, and 
straight as an Indian. He shoots 
in the face-downward position, 
taking deliberate aim, and talks 
but little. He has the finest 
collection of firearms, perhaps, 
of any gentleman in the State. 
When firing he is as steady and 
immovable as a pier of the East 



W River Bridge. 



TARGETS OF J. BODINE. 
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1000 yards, .4 3344483344344 4—53 
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lieutenant-Colonel H. A. Gil- 
dersleere is a lawyer, and Lieut. 
ColoneL of the Twelfth Regi- 
ment.* He ia thirty-tliree years 
old, is of medium height, heavily 
built, and, although a young 
rifleman, is a first-class one, cool 
ajid steady. He enlisted daring 
the late war in the One Hundred 
and Fiftieth New York Regi- 
ment, was at Gettysburg, became 
Provost-Marslial of the Twentieth 
Army Corps, and subsequently 
marched with Sheiman to the 
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TARGETS OF H. A. 0ILDER8LEBVE. 





yards. .84443448444;* 84 3—63 800 yards ..443444^4333404 4—51 




1000yaTds..3843S448 34343 44— 61 
• Now Colonel on Staff of lat DiTisioD. 




Mr. L. L. Hepburn is forty-two 
years old, five feet nine Inches 
high, weighs about 160 pounds, 
and has sandy hair and whiskers. 
He is a practicaJ ganmaker, em- 
ployed in the works of Messrs. 
E. Remington & Sons, Ilion, 
N. Y. The guns both he and 
Lieutenant Fulton used were 
made with his own hands. When 
shooting he lies leaning on the 
right side, resting the gun over 
the left I^, with the stock resting 
under the arm-pit. 



TARGETS OF L. L. HBPBUBM. 




1000 yards.. 43 48 3 S 3 33 434 4 3— 46 



Oeneral T. S. Dakin is a Briga- 
dier-CJeneral* in the New York 
MOitia, is forty-three years old, 
weighs 330 pounds. He has seen 
seirice in the war, shoots in the 
face-downward position, and 
nearly always hits the bnll's- 
eye. 



* OeneTsl Dakin has recently been 
commiseioned Major Gener&l of the 2d 
IMvirion, National Guard S. N. Y. 




TARRETS OF T. S, DAKIN. 
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THE IRISH TEAM AND THEIR SHOTS. 

J. RIGBT. 

Mr. John Rigby is forty-four years old, is about five feel 
eleven inches in height, well proportioned, and carries himself 
erect. He leads the Irish score in the match, and is an old Wim- 
bledon champion. He is at the head of the old gun works of 
Messrs. John Rigby & Co., London and Dablin, whose famous 
rifles were used by all the Irish Team. 



TARGETS OF J. WILSON. 



TABGETS OF J. KIGBT. 
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10007aHlH..3344484444484S4— 65 1000 yardH. 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 8 3 4 48 84 B— 56 
J. WILSON. 

Mr. James Wilson is a Belfast merchant, and is about twenty- 
six years old. He is of medium height and dark complexion. He 
is a steady, reliable shot at all times. 



DR. J. B. HAMILTON. 

Dr. John B. Hamilton, a surgeon in the British Army, is about 
thirty-six years old. He is of medium height, well bnilt, has gray 
eyes, light shori; cut hair and a mustache to suit. He was cham- 
pion of India in 1870. In three-days' shooting, during an annual 
contest, he is said to have fired over three hundred shots withoiit 
missing the target once. 

TABGET3 OF J. B HAMILTON. TAKGETS OK .1. K. MILNKK. 
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1000 yards. .3 4833343344334 3—50 1000 yards. ,3 8 434343033344 4-^8 
J. K. MILNEB. 

Mr. Joshua K. Milner is a Dublin wool merchant. He is tall 
and slender, about twenty-four years old, has dark brown hair 
and wears side whiskers and moustache. In shooting he lies upon 
his back with the muzzle of his rifle firmly between the toes of his 
shoes, the butt placed firmly in the right arm-pit. 
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teenth Street and Broadway, would be sure to pop some one at 
Twenty-sixth Street with the greatest ease. 

Having thus explained what a great distance 1,000 yards really 
is, one cannot help but marvel at the wonderful accuracy shown by 
anyone who can fire from his rifle at ranges of 800, 900, and 1,000 
yards, and plant his projectiles, in forty-five shots, thirty-six times 
within an area of three feet scjuare, and nine times within a square 
of only five feet. The theories of bands and grooves in the 
barrel of a rifle, though somewhat necessary to a thorough appre- 
ciation of the subject of accurate rifle shooting, we may dismiss 
for the moment, simply stating that in the leading arms used in 
the United States and England both for target and military pur- 
poses there is a very close resemblance. We are very fortunate in 
the United States in having an Ordnance Bureau which is not 
arriere^ nor bound up in red tape or precedent. Information asked 
of the department is readily given, and their scientific leaven 
quickens the whole mass. To the United States War Department 
must be given the credit of having in 1815 placed in military use 
the first breech-loading rifle, patented by John H. Hall, his inven- 
tion dating from 1811, and from that period until to-day the labors 
of special officers have been unceasing in order to produce the 
lightest, most serviceable, and most accurate breech-loading rifle, 
until to-day, of military arms, the Spring-field, manufactured by 
the United States Government, has no foreign equal. 

The late contest between the Irish and American Teams, though 
we may regret to a certain extent its having passed out of the 
bounds of the National Rifle Association to somewhat of a discus- 
sion between rival arms manufacturers, has taken a phase which 
was inevitable. If we are not in the least indebted to England for 
any improvements in small arms, we are under obligations to her- 
for having founded in a systematic and rational method the school 
of modern rifle practice. Wimbledon started years ago, and our 
Creedmoor is but a faithful copy of it. For the last five or six 
years there has been a separation in England of the two kinds of 
arms, the muzzle-loading and breech-loading rifies. If at sea, the 
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ordinary sextant would do well enough to find the position of a 
ship, but if we wanted to determine the latitude and longitude 
absolutely with the utmost astronomical accuracy, we might still 
use a sextant, but it would be one a thousand times more delicate, 
in feet a much more complicated and reliable machine. Breech- 
loaders, then, at Wimbledon, though being allowed a certain 
amount of accuracy, were thought to be journeymen' s tools ; but 
for the use of the experts, the muzzle-loading rifle was de rigueur. 
To pit a breech-loader against a muzzle-loader was as if trying to 
bring tones out of a cheap Grerman fiddle in competition with a 
Premona. The match, then, of the 26th of September, was a trial 
between breech-loaders and muzzle-loaders at extreme ranges, and 
the result showed that the accuracy of the muzzle-loader was 
equaled by the breech-loader, which is entirely an American idea, 
and one which has been advanced by American manufacturers 
and backed up by ordnance officers and the American public for 
the last five years. We are careful not to insist just here on too 
much. We are unable to assert as yet that breech-loaders are the 
superiors as to accuracy. A single match cannot decide this ques- 
tion ; we must await further developments ; but that breech- 
loaders for exact, or scientific, or artistic shooting, are just as good 
as muzzle-loaders, can never again be disputed, until better muzzle- 
loaders are brought into use. 

Now as to shooting as a fine art. With a target distant a 
thousand yards, how are we to throw the ball on it % and how, as 
in the late match, is a team coached % and what were the arrange- 
ments made by the Captain of the American Team, Colonel G. W. 
Wingate, in order to bring out the utmost shooting qualities of 
Messrs. Fulton, Yale, Bodine, Gildersleeve, Hepburn and Dakin ? 

Trajectories are mostly great bug-bears to people, but yet easily 
understood when properly explained. Suppose a person has a 
hose with a nozzle in his hand, and he lets the water on with a full 
head. The curve the water takes is a line of trajectory. If you 
wish to throw water across the street on the opposite pavement 
you elevate the nozzle, and the curve being increased, the water 
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drops down on the other side. The curve, however, of the water 
is not an even one. From the nozzle the water curve is a gradual 
one until it reaches the centre of the curve, then the water drops, 
tending toward the perpendicular. In rifle-shooting, the flatter 
this curve is, then the better. If we could only do away with 
those two things, resistance of the air and gravity, we could shoot 
point-blank with much greater precision, and the ball would fly 
straight onward as the line of sight. There are then natural 
causes, ever constant, which man never can overcome exactly — 
disturbing elements in rifle-shooting ; but then there are mechani- 
cal and local accidents, too, which are more or less unaccommo- 
dating. There is a twist in a rifle barrel, the ball following the 
grooves. If the grooves are to the right, the ball will go, or 
''drift," to the right, just as a top when spun by a string wound 
to the right goes to the right, or to the left if wound up to the left. 
This mechanical effect, always accompanying the flight of the 
ball, can be determined and corrected. 

Now for the accidental natural disturbances. The first and 
principal one is the wind, which, blowing from the North, South, 
East, or West, affects the ball when shot at long ranges. Then 
various lights either apparently lift up or lower the centre 
of the target, or a passing cloud may cast a shadow over the 
target and distort the accuracy of the line of sight to the eye 
of the marksman who is over half a mile distant. 

Elevations, allowances for wind, for light, or shade, must all be 
studied. When a man has mastered ^ all these, and can hold his 
rifle true to the bubble of the water-gauge, so that it shall remain 
in his grasp like a vice ; when even the pulse-throb, or the auto- 
matic movements of the body can be held in abeyance, then the 
rifleman ought to hit the bull's-eye at 1,000 yards. 

On the back of the rifle, nearest to the eye, is the rear sight. 

This is a round blackened disc, having an aperture of one-fortieth 

of an inoh— about the size of the head of a pin. This moves up and 

Ox Vender scale marking lOOths of an inch. Each 

sight, when moved up or down, elevates 
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or depresses the ball 1 inch in 100 yards. A mistake, then, of 6 
minntes or xhr^^s of an inch, makes, at 1,000 yards, a difference of 
4 feet 2 inches, and when the rifle is aimed at a centre, with this 
error, it would throw the ball, the elevation being too great, clear 
over the target. The elevations for 1,000 yards, at the match, 
though differing for the Remingtons and Sharps, (each particular 
individual rifle having its idiosyncrasy,) might be stated, in a rough 
way, to have been, 

800 yards. 900 yards. 1000 yards. 

2.02 to 2.01 2.21 to 2.15 2.40 to 2.33^ 

Now for the front sight. Suppose we take Colonel Bodine's 
sight ; for the sights are innumerable as to kind and character. 
This gentleman uses a standard with a small ring of metal mounted 
on it. On the first page of The Times, where vol. xxiv. is printed 
under the title of the paper, the O in the Vol. will give some idea 
of the round of the fore sight. The exceeding minuteness of the 
sight, and the accuracy with which the line of tire must be taken 
may be thus understood, for within this letter O the whole bull' s- 
eye of the target at 1,000 yards must beheld and kept. The thick- 
ness of the side of the ring represented in the printed shading of 
the letter is somewhat exaggerated, for the edge of the piece of 
metal is much finer and thinner. An error of its thickness would 
give a centre, probably an outer, or just as likely a miss. Mistakes 
on this end of the line of the rifle are fatal. Here is the wind 
scale too. One division to the right or left makes a difference two 
inches in 100 yards, or twenty inches in 1,000 yards. 

The system of coaching used by Colonel Wingate, and admi- 
rably followed by the Team, is quite interesting. If Longfellow 
has said so admirably, '' Genius is only the infinite capacity of 
taking trouble," no quotation was ever found more adaptable to 
to scientific shooting. The public (not rifle enthusiasts) may have 
been bored, perhaps, time and time again, with long lists of dry 
figures, a jumble of 4s and 3s, with occasional Os. Dry as these 
figures may have been, as studies of elevation they were giving 
raptures of joy, or depressions of agony, to the Amateur Rifle 
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Club. A careful study of these numerals, and their analyses, 
extending over many months, won the match. Not a shot has 
been fired by the experts, those of, or expecting to be of, the Team, 
which has not been noted or studied by their Captain, Colonel 
Wingate. The machinery which guided the Team may be briefly 
described as follows. Men were squadded on two targets on the 
following system. The first two men selected by the Captain were 
those who in his opinion possessed the soundest judgment as to 
elevations and wind. These men were Messrs. Fulton and Gilder- 
sleeve. The men who were to shoot last were chosen with a view to 
their nerve and steadiness, with the idea, as it eventually proved, 
that on the last man might depend the issue of the match. These 
posts of honor were confided to Messrs. Dakin and Bodine. Their 
responsibility was big, because rifle shooting, even after a marks- 
man gets out of all the technical entanglements of elevation and 
wind, is after all a thing of pure nerve. A good rifleman in a Team 
must be as certain on shot No. 1 as on shot No. 45. Members of 
the reserve were stationed at each firing point with glasses, keep- 
ing constant watch over the wind, observing the flags and informing 
the shooters of every fluctuation. Winds blow sometimes in 
eddies. There may be no wind at the shooting point and plenty of 
it half-way ; and it must be remembered that at 1,000 yards, a ball 
rises somewhere between thirty-five and forty feet before falling 
on the target. At the commencement of the firing at each distance, 
consultation was held between the Team and their Captain, as to 
what should be the elevation and the allowance for wind. These 
points having been decided upon, all the glasses were directed on 
the target, covering top, centre, and bottom, above the target on 
the bank, and below it, in order to determine absolutely where the 
first ball struck. Of course it would have been terrible if the first 
shot had not been on the target at all, but even if off, to find but 
where it really had gone might correct other shots, and not leave 
their Captain in the dark. When, then, the first shot was " on," 
even if not a bull' s-eye, the Captain was able to give the proper 
elevations, or make corrections if necessary. The result of the 
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first shot was tested as to accuracy by the second shot, and 
then the absolute elevations for that particular distance was fixed, 
because the two men first firing, say Messrs. Fulton and Gilder- 
sleeve, were so well-known to be steady, that all chances of future 
errors were eliminated. During the match, however, elevations 
and allowances for wind were constantly varying a little under 
instructions. Each man shooting was expected to keep his eyes 
about him, and, when leaving his stand, he informed the man who 
took his place whether the wind had changed so as to require any 
alteration of sights. Two powerful glasses were all the time kept 
fixed on the targets, so that where the shot struck was instantly 
seen and reported. These target astronomers who saw the bullet 
stars, marked rapidly on a miniature card-board target the exact 
position of the shot, and these were handed to the marksmen, thus 
saving them the stiuin on their eyes and the anxiety and flutter 
which might arise from tlieir waiting to see the regular marking at 
the butts. No sooner had the ball struck than the rifleman 
knew where it was, and, with his card in hand, showing him his 
last shot, he could not be confused as to prior shots. In order 
that the Captain of the Team m ight know exactly how he stood, it 
was the business of two of the reserves to go up and down the line 
of fire and keep the chief constantly informed. It was a popular 
error to suppose that Colonel Bodine was not acquainted with the 
position of affairs. 

This staunchest of our riflemen knew perfectly well that all 
depended on his last shot, and he was fully equal to the occasion. 
At the butts there were two men from each Team to examine shots 
on the target in case of a dispute. One shot (it is not necessary to 
state on which side) came very near winning or losing the match. 
It was questionable whether it was a centre or a miss. Very close 
inspection found that the point of the bullet was in the centre, 
and a 3 was very rightly scored, which might, without close exam- 
ination, have been thought to have been a ''duck's egg." 

The quantity of powder used in the Remington and Sharp rifles 
differs. The Remington uses ninety grains, the Sharp ninety- five. 
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The weight of the balls, almost similar, is 550 grains. It seems to 
be better for large, heavy men to use full charges, as they can 
stand the recoil better than would slighter built men. Questions 
of individual physique have something to do with position. A 
man with long arms can hold his gun steadily while lying on his 
stomach, while a person of frailer build often shoots better when 
lying on his back. One very curious prophecy was most oracu- 
larly given long before the composition or selection of the American 
Team, and that was, that no black-eyed man would be in the Team. 
The prediction, strange to say, proved correct. There were no 
black-eyed men in the Team ; there were blue-eyes and gray, and 
greenish and hazel eyes, but no black ones. 

The score made by Lieutenant H. Fulton, at the different 
ranges, is unparalleled since rifle shooting commenced. One hun- 
dred and sixty-four points have been made and, we believe, 
recorded ; 163 were made by Mr. Rigby, 166 are stated to have 
been scored, though not in any official score, but 171, Lieutenant 
Pulton's score, has surpassed any other one's score, by certainly 
five points. Whether this gentleman, the most expert of all the 
riflemen of the world, can beat his own rifle-record remains yet to 
be seen. We believe that the most wonderful achievements of 
mechanical skill have never surpassed the power man has to govern 
such machines, and that as he is himself the creative power, 
naturally he will control them. We are of the opinion, that 
American riflemen, using American arms, further improved, 
adapted to scientiflc rifle shooting, will achieve greater and even 
more notable triumphs. In this Irish and American match it was 
not so much a triumph of men, as it was undoubtedly a great 
victory gained by breech-loaders. 
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COMPARATIVE RECORD OP EACH ROUND. 
The relative standing of the contending Teams, after each round 
of shots, will be seen at a glance in the following table : 

THE RUNNING RECORD. 



Round. 



db 

o 
o 

00 



9Q 



o 
o 



Q. 

o 
o 
o 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
'32 
J33 
,34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
142 
43 
44 
145 



Highest 


Irish 


American Irish 


American 


possible. 


Total. 


Total. , Lead. 


Lead. 


24 


18 


20 


2 


48 


38 


41 — • 3 


72 


60 


63 ' 3 


96 


79 


85 6 


120 


100 


106 6 


144 


117 


126 9 


168 


139 


148 


— i 9 


192 


161 


169 


— 8 


216 


184 


193 


9 


240 


206 


215 


— 9 


264 


227 


238 


— ; 11 


288 


249 


261 




12 


312 


272 


282 




10 


336 


295 


305 


— ! 10 


360 


317 


326 





9 


384 


333 


346 




13 


408 


352 


366 




14 


432 


372 


388 




16 


456 


393 


407 




14 


480 


413 


427 





14 


504 


436 


450 




14 


528 


459 


470 




11 


552 


482 


491 




9 


576 


504 


513 




9 


600 


527 


535 




8 


624 


546 


557 




11 


648 


567 


577 




10 


672 


585 


594 




9 


696 


607 


615 





8 


720 


629 


636 




7 


744 


646 


651 





5 


768 


666 


671 




5 


792 


689 


692 




3 


816 


710 


713 




3 


S40 


732 


733 




1 


864 


753 


756 




3 


888 


773 


777 





4 


912 


794 


794 


• 




936 


810 


814 




4 


960 


831 


837 




6 


984 


853 


854 




1 


1,008 


871 


873 




2 


1,032 


891 


893 


2 


1,056 


912 


916 


— 1 4 


1,080 


931 


934 




3 



10 
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SUMMARY. 
Crkkdmoor, L. I., Sept. 16. Inierniitioiial Match between the selected 
Teams of Ireland and America ; distances, 800, 900 and 1,000 yards ; fifteen 
shots at each distance ; weaponB for the Irish Team, Kigby rifles ; Ameri- 
can, any rifle of bona fide American manufacture. Wind almost impercep- 
tible, sky clear, sun shining brightly and hot. Value of stake, 11,000, gold. 

THK AMERICAN SCORE. 

Name. Yards. Shots. Total. 

( 800 4444444^4444443- 

Lieutenant Henry Fulton \ 900 344433444444444- 

( 1,000 434444444444333- 

i 800 333344344444444—55 ) 

G. W. Yale \ 900 434444344344344— 

( 1,000 433434444403344— 

1 800 333443444444334— 

Colonel John Bodine \ 900 334344434443323— 

( 1,000 433444333442444— 

1 800 344424434443343— 

Lieutenant-Col. H. A. Gildersleeve. . \ 900 4 +;i 44 43433 3 4044— 51 \ 

( 1,000 334234434)434344 — 51 J 

I 800 334442444334443- 

L. L. Hepbuni \ »00 343424333443442- 

( 1,000 043423333343443- 

( 800 444333334344344 — 53 1 

General T. S. Dakin J 900 324034334432334—45 [ 

I 1,000 044344303423340—41 ) 

Grand total 

THE IKIRH 8C0RB. 

1 800 333434334334444 — 52 1 

John Kigby \ 900 334444444344344—56 [■ 

( 1,000 334443444443434 — 65 ) 

I 800 434333434443444—54 ) 

James Wilson \ »00 334333344433434- 

( 1,000 444444433443343 — 55 I 

( 800 444448444444434 — SB i 

Dr. J. B. Hamilton \ 900 433344444443044— 52 }■ 

( 1,000 343333433443343—50 ) 

( 800 343344444444444—57 ) 

J K. Milner \ 900 043444433424433- 

( 1,000 ^343434303 3 3444— 

1 800 434233444333343- 

Edmund Johnson \ 900 232324+4;i433444- 

( 1,000 43443 i-l-(:i:i4:(;(2:l- 

\ 800 034340343434443 — 46 1 

Captain P. Walker \ 900 434434444434343—65 [ 

( 1,000 034344043333342- 

Grand total 
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THE WINNING ELCHO SHIELD SCORE FOR 1873. 

COMPETED FOR BY ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND IRELAND. 

Eight competitors on each side. 

Distances, 800, 900 and 1,000 yards. Number of shots, 15 at each dis- 
tance. Rifles, any ; maximum weight, 10 lbs.; minimum trigger-pull, 3 lbs.; 
highest possible aggregate score, 1,440 points. 

Won by Ireland with 1,196 points. Score made by England, 1,175 
points ; by Scotland, 1,128 points. 



SCORE OF IRISH TEAM. 



800 Yards. 

Young 344484444344334 

Milner 044443444444444 

Rigby, J 343444344333444 

Rigby, W 423333344444443 

Wilson 334444444342344 

Joyce * 343333344343433 



900 Yards. 

55 444333323342443 49 

55 343444334443434 54 

54 344334323332434 48 

52 444433233343443 51 

54 033423324443424 45 

50 033433332433344 45 



1,000 Yards. T'l. 

424433432434444 52 156 

324432324344233 46 155 

333434433344434 52 154 

434443244333334 51 154 

324444424424444 53 152 

344233442433423 48 143 



Total of highest six men 914 

Lloyd 443343434424443 53 333233322334334 44 334324340434423 46 143 

Johnson 034444444443434 53 343323332323342 43 444234003324243 42 138 



Total of team of eiglit men 1,195 

Average per man 8,32 



ELCHO SHIELD SCORES. 

The annexed tabular results of the Elcho shield contests, beginning in 
1862, will prove interesting to the reflective mind. The same conditions, 
number of shots and mode of counting govern these contests, but eight 
form the Team, the highest possible being 1,440, whereas in the interna- 
tional match with teams of six the highest possible was 1,080 ; 

1862. .England 890 

1863.. England 1,082 

1864.. Scotland 967 

1865.. England 1,058 

1866 .Scotland 1,170 

1867.. England 1,097 

1868.. England 1,166 

1869. .Scotland. . .1,149 

1870.. England 1,166 

1871.. England 1,204 

1872.. England 1,183 

1873. .Ireland 1,195 

1874. . (New targets. The counting changed.) 



Scotland . . 


. . . 724 






Scotland . , 


.. 999 






England . . 


.. 950 






Scotland . 


...1,051 


Ireland 


. 932 


England . 


...1,121 


Ireland 


.1,039 


Scotland . 


. . . 1,096 


Ireland 


• 


Ireland. . 


...1,121 


Scotland . . 


.1,117 


Ireland. . . 


. . 1,090 


England . . . 


.1,081 


Ireland . . . 


. .1,104 


Scotland. . 


.1,103 


Ireland. . 


...1,180 


Scotland. . 


.1,150 


Scotland. 


...1,172 


Ireland. . . . 


.1,162 


England . 


...1,175 


Scotland . . 


.1,128 



TABLE OF ELEVATIONS OF AMERICAN TEAM, 
In Practising for and in Tnteknahonai. Rifle Match at Oreedmoob, 1874. 



Kfime, and Itifle 


Dlst- 


Aug. Ang.] 


Aug. 8. 


Pt. 


Sept. 


Sept.| 


Sept. 


Sept, 


Sept. 


used. 




33 26. 


29. 


3. 


5. 


»■ i 


32. 


34. 


26. 




800 


■ 1 


" T 


¥ 


1.07 


1.07 


i.oT 


1.04 




Ool. Gilderaleeve 


1.02 


BbHp. 


900 






21 


1.26 


1.26' 


1.25i 


1.2U 


1.21 




1000 


1 




M 


i-H 


i-H 


i-H 


1.40| 


1.40 


G. W. Yale .... 


800 


1 i.ii; 




H 


1.05 


1.06 


1.06 


1.06 


1.06 


8h«p. 


900 


11.29 




26 


1.22t 


1.24 


1.28 


1.22 


1.22 




1000 


1-tSl 




M 


1.40 


1-«1 


1.46 


1-H 


i-H 


J. T. B. Coliina. 


800 


i.ie! 


1.12 1 


14 


1.13 




1.16 


1.14 




8h«p. 


900 


1.35 


1.32 1 


30 


1.30 




1.34 


1.30 






1000 


1.53 


1.47 1 


*H 


1.48 




1.63 






General Dakin.. 


800 


■i-W 


1-W 1 


16 


1.14t 


1.12 


1.16 


1.14 


1.16 


BhHp. 


900 


i-H: 


1-H 1 


27 


1.32 


1.29 


1.35i 


181 


1.29i 




1000 


,j-e 


1.48i 1 


46 


1.52i 


^■U 


1-H 


1-49 


1.49 


HenrvFulton. . . 


800 


2.02 






2.02 


2.01, 


2.01 


1.59 


2.1 


800 


2.20' 






2-H ; 2.19 


2.174 


2.16i 


2.16 




1000 


2.Mi 






2.38 !2.H 


2-H 


2.34 


2.33i 


L. L. Hepburn.. . 


800 








1.63 


1.24 


1.22t 


1.24 


Bemingtoo. 


900 








2.09 


1.40 


1.37 


1.38 




1000 


j 1 






2.29 1 


2.16 


2.17 


2.17 


John Bodine 


800 


1.08; i 


1.07 




1.06 1.08 




1.08 


1.7i 




900 


1.23! 


1.23 




1.26 1.28 




1.27 


1.27 




1000 


1.47^ 


1.49 




1.48 ' 1.48 




1.47 


1.47 


E. H. Sanford... 


800 


1 1.18 


1 


16 


i-H 1 1. *! 


1-H 


1.16 




Slurp. 


000 


1.38 


1 


M 


1-H ! i-Ml 


1.37i 


1.34 




1000 i-H. 


1 1 


60 


1-tt 


1.62 



Note. — ^For -weather on practice days, ace next page. 
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ROLL OF MEMBERS OF THE AMATEUR RIFLE CLUB. 



Alford, Alonzo 

Anderson, Lieutenant Andrew 

Amory, J. M. 

Alden, Henry 

Andrews, J. R. 

Abrams, Lieatnant James C. 

Bodine, Colonel John 
Ballard, L. M. 
Bruce, Captain L. C. 
Bang, Charles W. 
Backer, Leon 
Browe, E. L. 
Bagley, Colonel James 
Boufort, P. 
Bowland, R. B. 
Bradhurst, P. T. B. 
Bergen, Major John H. 
Busteed, Hon. Richard 
Beebe, Colonel W. H. H. 
Buckman, R K. 
Balfour, J. W. 

Collins, J. T. B. 
Conlin, J. S. 
Crouch, George 
Crozier H. P. 
Cameron, Donald 
Coughtry, W. B. 
Canfleld, A. V., Jr. 
Condit, Frank 
Carroll, Thomas 
Chuddock, W. H. 



David, Tucker 

Derrick, E. J. N. 

Davies, A. V., Jr. 

Duckworth, Capt. J. F. 

Davis, James T. 

Dakln, Major-General T. 8. 

Edmonstone, W. F. 

Fairbanks, Fred. P. 
Farwell, William B. 
Farrands, 8 A. 
Fulton, Captain Henry 
Fish, Thomas B. 
Fisher, Homer 
Foley, Hon. John A. 
Freeborn, J. F., Jr. 
Freeiand, Lieutenant H. L. 

Gildersleeve, Colonel Henry A. 

Gibson, C. D. P. 

Gkiger, L. 

Gardner F. 8. 

Goessling, G. O. 

Goldsmith, Colonel G^rge B. 

Gridley, Horace W. 

Gray, Captain J. H. 

Hennion, A. J., Jr. 
Hamilton, George 
Hepburn, L. L. 
Hillier, L. L. 
Henderson, John 
Holland, Joseph 
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Hoadley, Tappan 
Hawley, General Joseph R. 
Haurand, J. C. 
Holland, John B. 
Harper, F., Jr. 
Hofle, Lieutenant F. W. 
Humphries, Ed. W. 
Hester, William 
Hyde, Frank 
Holton, F. H. 

Johnstone, Robert 
Jewell, H. 8. 
Jewell, B. M. 

Keene, Richard H. 
Keene, Joseph, 
Einsella, Hon. Thomas 
Kemp, J. H. 

Lloyd, Thomas 
Logan, John 
Latimer, J. S. 

McEwen, John E. 

Man, William 

Meserole, Brigadier-General J. V. 

McDonald, J. W. 

Marshall, F. F. 

Meehan, Captain P. J. 

Mead, Samuel H., Jr. 

Man, G E. 

Murphy, T. R. 

Medway, H. H. 

Massey, F. S. 

Madison, E H. 

Moser, William, Jr. 

Omand, Robert 
O'Rourke, C. A. 

Pyle, Alexander 
Price, James L. 
Purdy, J. H. 
Pratt, Hon. Calvin E. 
Perry, Dr. 8. G. 



Richards, J. P. M. 
Robertson, William 
Ross, Captain Josepl^ 
Richards, E. F. 
Robertson, Alexander 
Richards, W. H. 
Robbins, Lieutenant C. F. 
Roux, A. J. 
Raymond, Dr. E. H. 
Reynolds, W. W. 

Schermerhom, George 8., Jr 
8chermerhorn, Charles A. 
Schermerhorn, E. E. 
Squire, Colonel W. C. 
Smoot, Lieutenant W. 8. 
Sanford, P. G. 
Sanford, E. H. 
Skiddy, W. W. 
Scott, Colonel George D. 
Scott, Archibald 
Sullivan, Robert 
Stevens, Gerard M. 
Samuel Is, Captain A. R. 
Stears, Captain W. L. B. 

Towle, Andrew T. . 
Trageser, J., Jr. 
Tolley, H. 
Troy, Hon. James 
Tiffany, L. L. 

Valentine, Lieutenant-Colonel B. E. 

Van Cott, Hon. D. C. 

Van Slyck, Lieut. Colonel Gteorge W. 

Van de Werken, P. H. 

Van Sicklen, George W. 

Van Rensellaer, Captain J. T. 

Veeder, Hon William D. 

Wingate, Colonel George W. 
Warner, A. R. 
Wild, D. G. 
Walsh, George L. 
Watkins, E. W. 
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Williamson, Major D. B. 
Wilkinson, A. W. 
Wheeler, H. H. 
Wilks, A 



Yale, Cteorge W. 
Yale, J. L. 

Zeerleder E. De. 
Zereh L. D. 



HONORARY MEMBERS. 



Bagnall, J. J. 

Brooks, Hon. Maurice, Lord Mayor of 

Dublin. 

Doyle, J. A. 

Foster, Hon. N. N. 

Hamilton, Dr. J. B. 

Johnson, £d. 
Kelly, E. B, R. 
Kelly, John J., 
Kelly, Thomas 

LefVoy, Edward 



Leech, Major Arthur B. 

Masserene, and Perrard, Colonel Vis- 
count. 

Milner, J. K. 

Manning, Alderman, of Dublin. 

Phillips, B. 

Rigby, John 

Walker, Captain P. 
Wilson«J. 
Watttboose, W, 
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